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0. INTRODUCTION

 hearing the same message again? → if we are hungry for God’s love, we are eager to hear about
it again and again → the bread of life; the living water…
0.1 ATTITUDES AT CHRISTMAS






Incarnation wrapped in the accoutrements of Christmas →
(1) naïveté? → lack of deeper/critical thinking? (glamour; glittering lights; the spell of music…)
(2) superficiality? → just having holidays/free time with family/friends?
(3) formalism (religious or cultural)? → carnal satisfaction? (customs; special foods; music’
rituals… superstitions…)
 (5) consumerism? → pleasure/profit idolatry?
 (4) cynicism? → seeing through? (it is nothing, but…)
0.2 GOD UNDER SUSPICION

 “humanity’s hobby” → suspecting God (Gn 3:4-5 But the serpent said to the woman, "You
will not surely die. 5 For God knows [~yhil{a/ [;dEyO yKi] – but he did not tell you – that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.
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 Job 10:12-13 You have granted me life and steadfast love (ydIM'[i t'yfi[' ds,x,w" ~yYIx;), and your care
has preserved my spirit. 13 Yet these things you hid in your heart (^b<b'l.bi T'n>p:c' hL,aew>); I know
that this was your purpose (%M"[i tazO-yKi yTi[d. :y").
 Ps 13:1(2) O LORD? Will you forget me forever (xc;n< ynIxEK'v.Ti)?
0.3 THE GREAT METANARRATIVE
[TORRANCE Incarnation, p. 6-7] So far as this event is a fact of nature it can be observed, and so far as it
is historical in the sense that other natural events are historical, it can be appreciated as such; but the
essential becoming behind it cannot be directly perceived except by an act of perception appropriate to
the eternal event. That act of perception appropriate to the eternal event is faith, which is an enabling of
reason given to it in the very act of receiving revelation.

 STAGES of the great overarching
 the Divine plan → Creation → Fall → Incarnation → the Cross → Resurrection → Parousia
→ Eternal glory
0.4 GOD WITH US AND GOD FOR US

 What to we desire to get from God?
 the argument: a maiore ad minus…
[CHRYSOSTOM Homilies on Romans XV] Why, it may be said, who is there that is not against us? Why the
world is against us, both kings and peoples, both relations and countrymen. Yet these that be against us,
so far are they from thwarting us at all, that even without their will they become to us the causes of
crowns, and procurers of countless blessings, in that God’s wisdom turneth their plots unto our salvation
and glory. See how really no one is against us!

 some gifts more than others reveal the heart of the giver…
 Immanuel: Isa 7:14; 8:8; Matt 1:23 (VEmmanouh,l( o[ evstin meqermhneuo,menon meqV h`mw/n o` qeo,jÅ)
Rom 8:32 …u`pe.r h`mw/n pa,ntwn pare,dwken auvto,n…
 Rom 8:31 If God is for us, who can be against us?
[LLOYD-JONES Romans] In asking ‘Who can be against us?’ the Apostle is not, as is the fashion of the
modem cults, saying in a glib and superficial way that all is well. His is not a shallow, easy optimism; it is
indeed the exact opposite. The Apostle reminds us repeatedly that there are terrible forces against us, and
their might and malignity is almost indescribable. But taking them as they are, and at their worst, he asks,
‘What are the forces against us if the power of this God is for us ?’ The New Testament never claims that
the Christian life is an easy life; and a teaching that maintains that the Christian can never be in a position
in which he has no struggle, no fight, no difficulty at all, and that all he has to do is to sit back passively,
is sheer heresy. There are terrible forces against us - the world, the flesh, and the devil. As Paul says in
Ephesians 6: 12
 Isa 8:10 Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; speak a word, but it will not stand, for God is
with us (lae WnM'[i yKi)
 Jos 5:13 Joshua … "Are you for us, or for our adversaries (WnyrEc'l-. ~ai hT'a; Wnl'h])?
 Ps 118:6 The LORD is on my side (yli hw"hy>); I will not fear. What can man do to me?

 Lk 12:4 …I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have
nothing more that they can do.

 Ps 46:7 (8) The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress
(bqo[]y:

yhel{a/ Wnl'-bG"f.mi WnM'[i tAab'c. hw"hy>)

1. “GAVE”  “GAVE HIM UP”

 [pare,dwken auvto,n] → Isa 53:10 [ylix/h, AaK.D: #pex' hw"hyw:]
[HEIDEGGER Being and Time …we call it the "thrownness" of this entity into its "there''; indeed, it is
thrown in such a way that, as Being-in-the-world, it is the "there". The expression "thrownness" is meant
to suggest the facticity of its being delivered over (Faktizität der Überantwortung).]

 Phil 2:7-8 …made himself nothing (e`auto.n evke,nwsen), taking the form of a servant (morfh.n
dou,lou labw,n), being born in the likeness of men (evn o`moiw,mati avnqrw,pwn geno,menoj). And
being found in human form (sch,mati eu`reqei.j w`j a;nqrwpoj), 8 he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (evtapei,nwsen e`auto.n geno,menoj
u`ph,kooj me,cri qana,tou( qana,tou de. staurou/)
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 Acts 2:23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God (th/|
w`risme,nh| boulh/| kai. prognw,sei tou/ qeou/ e;kdoton), ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain
1.1 JESUS “GIVEN” IN LIFE

 “Silent night” → was actually a “dangerous” night
 parents
 Mark 3:20-21 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.
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And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, "He is out of his
mind." (e;legon ga.r o[ti evxe,sth)
 John 7:5 For not even his brothers believed in him
 Lk 4:28-29 [Nazareth] When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29
And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which
their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.
1.2 JESUS “GIVEN” IN DEATH

 the cross → 2Cor 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God
 2Cor 5:14 …the love of Christ controls us (sune,cei h`ma/j), because we have concluded this:
that one has died for all, therefore all have died
2. WHAT IT MEANS: “ALL”?

 What are our (secret?) complaints against God?
 1Cor 3:21-23 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether (1) Paul or
Apollos or Cephas or (2) the world or (3) life or (4) death or (5) the present or (6) the future
– all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's (w[ste mhdei.j kauca,sqw evn
avnqrw,poij\ pa,nta ga.r u`mw/n evstin( 22 ei;te Pau/loj ei;te VApollw/j ei;te Khfa/j( ei;te ko,smoj
ei;te zwh. ei;te qa,natoj( ei;te evnestw/ta ei;te me,llonta\ pa,nta u`mw/n( 23 u`mei/j de. Cristou/(
Cristo.j de. qeou/)
 Heb 2:8-9 …At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a
little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
2.1 SAFETY

 Ps 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
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Therefore we will not fear
though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

 → climate change?
2.2 KINGDOM

 Eph 2:4-6 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
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even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved- 6 and
raised us up with him and seated us with him (suneka,qisen) in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
 Rev 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign
on the earth.
2.3 MYSTICAL UNION

 John 17:21 …that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be
in us…

 2 Peter 1:4 …partakers of the divine nature… (qei,aj koinwnoi. fu,sewj)
3. “WITH HIM”

 What do we see in the cradle?
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 Rom 8:32 [God] who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things?
 → WHO IS JESUS? (remember the disciples in the storm!) Mt 8:27 "What sort of man is this,
that even winds and sea obey him?" (potapo,j evstin ou-toj o[ti kai. oi` a;nemoi kai. h` qa,lassa
auvtw/| u`pakou,ousinÈ)
3.1 JESUS – THE SON OF GOD

 → Incarnation
 Lk 1:31-33 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.
3.2 JESUS – THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN

 → the Messiah
 Gn 3:15 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.
3.3 JESUS – OUR SUBSTITUTE

 → my Saviour
 2Cor 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin (u`pe.r h`mw/n a`marti,an evpoi,hsen) who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God
3.4 JESUS – OUR HEAD

 → my King; Commander; Ruler;
 Eph 1:22-23 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all
4. TO REMEMBER

 Gifts tend to reveal the heart of the giver.
 The greatest gift humanity can ever receive is the life and death of the Son of God.
 Let us use this against our doubts, complaints
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