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2Pt 3:18 Grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
Col 1:28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we
may present everyone mature in Christ
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0. INTRODUCTION
 what are we talking about?
 1Cor 3:1-4 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh (w`j
pneumatikoi/j avllV w`j sarki,noij), as infants in Christ (nhpi,oij evn Cristw/|). 2 I fed you with milk,
not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are
still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife (zh/loj kai. e;rij() among you, are you not of
the flesh and behaving only in a human way? (kata. a;nqrwpon peripatei/te) 4 For when one says,
"I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not being merely human?
0.1. THE MOTIVE TO GROW
 Why should I grow and be mature??? → Rom 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies
of God (dia. tw/n oivktirmw/n tou/ qeou/), to present (parasth/sai) your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God (euva,reston tw/| qew/), which is your spiritual worship
 Lk 7:47 But he who is forgiven little, loves little. (w-| de. ovli,gon avfi,etai( ovli,gon avgapa/|)
 Heb 5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you
again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone
who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is
for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to
distinguish good from evil. (kai. ga.r ovfei,lontej ei=nai dida,skaloi dia. to.n cro,non( pa,lin crei,an
e;cete tou/ dida,skein u`ma/j tina. ta. stoicei/a th/j avrch/j tw/n logi,wn tou/ qeou/ kai. gego,nate crei,an
e;contej ga,laktoj Îkai.Ð ouv sterea/j trofh/jÅ 13 pa/j ga.r o` mete,cwn ga,laktoj a;peiroj lo,gou
dikaiosu,nhj( nh,pioj ga,r evstin\ 14 telei,wn de, evstin h` sterea. trofh,( tw/n dia. th.n e[xin ta.
aivsqhth,ria gegumnasme,na evco,ntwn pro.j dia,krisin kalou/ te kai. kakou/)

0.2. THE GOAL: TO BE LIKE JESUS
o → Rom 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers
o → Eph 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
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head, into Christ

o → Mt 10:24 "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master.

o → Gal 4:19 my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed
in you!

0.3. THE PROBLEM
 Eph 2:2-3 following the course of (1) this world, following the (2) prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience- 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out (3) the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind.
 1Jo 2:15-16 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world – the (1) desires of the flesh and the (2) desires of the eyes
and (3) pride in possessions – is not from the Father but is from the world

 death; enmity; distractions; → Mt 13 the Word of God: (1) no interest; (2) shallowness; (3) other
concerns…
 2Tim 4:10 Demas, in love with this present world, (avgaph,saj to.n nu/n aivw/na)
0.4. THE GUIDE
 God the Father → the Educator; (Heb 12:8-9 If you are left without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?)
 Jesus: the Saviour; the Teacher; the Leader; (John 13:13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are
right, for so I am. u`mei/j fwnei/te, me\ o` dida,skaloj( kai,\ o` ku,rioj( kai. kalw/j le,gete\ eivmi. ga,r)

 The Holy Spirit → learn to hear him in the Bible; in your conscience; in the church; in lifecircumstances (events) Gal 5:16 walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh
(pneu,mati peripatei/te kai. evpiqumi,an sarko.j ouv mh. tele,shte) Gal 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us
also walk by the Spirit (Eiv zw/men pneu,mati( pneu,mati kai. stoicw/men)
 John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever (kavgw.
evrwth,sw to.n pate,ra kai. a;llon para,klhton dw,sei u`mi/n( i[na meqV u`mw/n eivj to.n aivw/na h=|)
 Rom 8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. ( o[soi ga.r pneu,mati qeou/ a;gontai(
ou-toi ui`oi. qeou/ eivsin)
1. DIMENSIONS OF CHRISTIAN MATURITY
The mature saint is just like a little child, absolutely simple and joyful and gay. Go on living the life that
God would have you live and you will grow younger instead of older. There is a marvellous
rejuvenescence when once you let God have His way. If you are feeling very old, then get born again and
do more at it. (CHAMBERS, O. The Psychology of Redemption)

 Balance of all signs → not: just strength; just holiness; just knowledge; just service/ministry…
 Luke2:52
 And Jesus increased in wisdom → mind, ethics
 and stature, → strength
 and in favour with God → inward character (heart)
 and man” → ministry (“usefulness”)
[LLOYD-JONES Revival] If we are people who come to the Christian Church merely in order to get some
personal help, and no more, then we are the veriest babes in Christ. If we have grown at all, then we must
have a concern about the situation, a concern about the state of society, a concern about the state of the
Church and a concern about the armour of almighty God.

1.1. STRENGTH (EPH 6:10)
 assurance; faith; peace;
 soldier → Eph 6; 2Tim 2;
 Isa 30:15 "In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your
STRENGTH." (~k,t.r:WbG> hy<h.Ti hx'jb. ib.W jqev.h;B. !W[veW"Ti tx;n:w" hb'WvB.)
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 1Cor 16:13 Keep alert (grhgorei/te), stand firm in your faith (sth,kete evn th/| pi,stei), be courageous
(avndri,zesqe), be strong (krataiou/sqe).
 Eph 6:10 …be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might (evndunamou/sqe evn kuri,w| kai. evn tw/|
kra,tei th/j ivscu,oj auvtou/)
 Neh 8:10 the joy of the LORD is your strength (~k,Z>[um' ayhi hw"hy> tw:d>x,)
 Rom 4:20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith (avllV
evnedunamw,qh th/| pi,stei) as he gave glory to God (dou.j do,xan tw/| qew/|)
 2Tim 2:1 …be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus (evndunamou/ evn th/| ca,riti th/| evn Cristw/|
VIhsou/)
 2Pt 1:5-7 …supplement your (1) faith with virtue, and (2) virtue with knowledge, 6 and
(3) knowledge with self-control, and (4) self-control with steadfastness, and (5) steadfastness with
godliness, 7 and (6) godliness with brotherly affection, and (7) brotherly affection with (8) love.
(evpicorhgh,sate evn th/| pi,stei u`mw/n th.n avreth,n( evn de. th/| avreth/| th.n gnw/sin( 6 evn de. th/| gnw,sei
th.n evgkra,teian( evn de. th/| evgkratei,a| th.n u`pomonh,n( evn de. th/| u`pomonh/| th.n euvse,beian( 7 evn de. th/|
euvsebei,a| th.n filadelfi,an( evn de. th/| filadelfi,a| th.n avga,phn)
 2Tim 2:4-6 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted
him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working farmer
who ought to have the first share of the crops (ouvdei.j strateuo,menoj evmple,ketai tai/j tou/ bi,ou

pragmatei,aij( i[na tw/| stratologh,santi avre,sh|Å 5 eva.n de. kai. avqlh/| tij( ouv stefanou/tai eva.n mh.
nomi,mwj avqlh,sh|Å 6 to.n kopiw/nta gewrgo.n dei/ prw/ton tw/n karpw/n metalamba,neinÅ)
1.2. CHARACTER (COL 1:28)
 → LOVE
 → HUMILITY
 2Pt 1:5-7 …supplement your (1) faith with virtue, and (2) virtue with knowledge, 6 and
(3) knowledge with self-control, and (4) self-control with steadfastness, and (5) steadfastness
with godliness, 7and (6) godliness with brotherly affection, and (7) brotherly affection with
(8) love. (evpicorhgh,sate evn th/| pi,stei u`mw/n th.n avreth,n( evn de. th/| avreth/| th.n gnw/sin( 6 evn de. th/|
gnw,sei th.n evgkra,teian( evn de. th/| evgkratei,a| th.n u`pomonh,n( evn de. th/| u`pomonh/| th.n euvse,beian( 7 evn
de. th/| euvsebei,a| th.n filadelfi,an( evn de. th/| filadelfi,a| th.n avga,phn)
 Col 1:27-28 the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature
in Christ (ti, to. plou/toj th/j do,xhj tou/ musthri,ou tou,tou evn toi/j e;qnesin( o[ evstin Cristo.j evn

u`mi/n( h` evlpi.j th/j do,xhj\ 28 o]n h`mei/j katagge,llomen nouqetou/ntej pa,nta a;nqrwpon kai.
dida,skontej pa,nta a;nqrwpon evn pa,sh| sofi,a|( i[na parasth,swmen pa,nta a;nqrwpon te,leion evn
Cristw/)
[Mt 5:48 You therefore must be perfect (te,leioi), as your heavenly Father is perfect (te,leioj).] The
expression of Christian character is not good doing, but Godlikeness: If the Spirit of God has transformed
you within, you will exhibit Divine characteristics in your life, not good human characteristics.
(CHAMBERS, O. My Utmost for His Highest)
The test of a man’s religious life and character is not what he does in the exceptional moments of his life,
but what he does in the ordinary times when he is not before the footlights, when there is nothing
tremendous or exciting on. (CHAMBERS, O. The Place of Help)
Character Education (Infobase Publishing): (1) Being a Leader and Making Decisions; (2) Being Fair and
Honest; (3) Dealing with Bullying; (4) Dealing with Frustration and Anger; (5) Handling Peer Pressure;
(6) Handling Teamwork and Respect for Others; (7) Managing Conflict Resolution; (8) Managing
Responsibilities; (9) Overcoming Prejudice …

 Heb 12:14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord
(Eivrh,nhn diw,kete meta. pa,ntwn kai. to.n a`giasmo,n( ou- cwri.j ouvdei.j o;yetai to.n ku,rion)
 Heb 12:7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons.
1.3. KNOWLEDGE (1COR 14:20)
 “science”; “reality”; “common sense”;
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 → BIBLE STUDY
 → GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
 John 16:7-8 the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment ( o` para,klhtoj ouvk evleu,setai pro.j
u`ma/j\ eva.n de. poreuqw/( pe,myw auvto.n pro.j u`ma/jÅ 8 kai. evlqw.n evkei/noj evle,gxei to.n ko,smon peri.
a`marti,aj kai. peri. dikaiosu,nhj kai. peri. kri,sewj)
 2Pt 1:5-7 …supplement your (1) faith with virtue, and (2) virtue with knowledge, 6 and
(3) knowledge with self-control, and (4) self-control with steadfastness, and (5) steadfastness with
godliness, 7 and (6) godliness with brotherly affection, and (7) brotherly affection with (8) love.
(evpicorhgh,sate evn th/| pi,stei u`mw/n th.n avreth,n( evn de. th/| avreth/| th.n gnw/sin( 6 evn de. th/| gnw,sei
th.n evgkra,teian( evn de. th/| evgkratei,a| th.n u`pomonh,n( evn de. th/| u`pomonh/| th.n euvse,beian( 7 evn de. th/|
euvsebei,a| th.n filadelfi,an( evn de. th/| filadelfi,a| th.n avga,phn)
 Eph 1:16-23 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him (dw,h| u`mi/n pneu/ma sofi,aj kai. avpokalu,yewj evn evpignw,sei
auvtou/), 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is
the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his
great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
 Eph 3:14-19 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in
heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith- that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God
 1Cor 14:20 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking
be mature (VAdelfoi,( mh. paidi,a gi,nesqe tai/j fresi.n avlla. th/| kaki,a| nhpia,zete( tai/j de. fresi.n
te,leioi gi,nesqe)
 1Cor 2:5-7 your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 6 Yet among
the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this
age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory. (i[na h` pi,stij u`mw/n mh. h=| evn sofi,a| avnqrw,pwn avllV evn
duna,mei qeou/Å 6 Sofi,an de. lalou/men evn toi/j telei,oij( sofi,an de. ouv tou/ aivw/noj tou,tou ouvde. tw/n
avrco,ntwn tou/ aivw/noj tou,tou tw/n katargoume,nwn\ 7 avlla. lalou/men qeou/ sofi,an evn musthri,w|
th.n avpokekrumme,nhn( h]n prow,risen o` qeo.j pro. tw/n aivw,nwn eivj do,xan h`mw/n)
(Oxford English Dictionary) Intellectual acquaintance with, or perception of, fact or truth; clear and
certain mental apprehension; the fact, state, or condition of understanding.

 Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly (~O lo,goj tou/ Cristou/ evnoikei,tw evn u`mi/n
plousi,wj), teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
 2Cor 8:7 you excel in everything- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness (evn panti.
perisseu,ete( pi,stei kai. lo,gw| kai. gnw,sei kai. pa,sh| spoudh/|)
 Rom 15:14 …you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another
(kai. auvtoi. mestoi, evste avgaqwsu,nhj( peplhrwme,noi pa,shj Îth/jÐ gnw,sewj( duna,menoi kai.
avllh,louj nouqetei/n)
 Heb 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic
principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, (kai. ga.r ovfei,lontej ei=nai dida,skaloi
dia. to.n cro,non( pa,lin crei,an e;cete tou/ dida,skein u`ma/j tina. ta. stoicei/a th/j avrch/j tw/n logi,wn
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tou/ qeou/ kai. gego,nate crei,an e;contej ga,laktoj Îkai.Ð ouv sterea/j trofh/jÅ)

1.4. SERVICE (1PT 4:10)
 French revolution: “Ni dieu ni maître” No God, no master!…
 2Pt 1:5-7 …supplement your (1) faith with virtue, and (2) virtue with knowledge, 6and
(3) knowledge with self-control, and (4) self-control with steadfastness, and (5) steadfastness with
godliness, 7 and (6) godliness with brotherly affection, and (7) brotherly affection with (8) love.
(evpicorhgh,sate evn th/| pi,stei u`mw/n th.n avreth,n( evn de. th/| avreth/| th.n gnw/sin( 6 evn de. th/| gnw,sei
th.n evgkra,teian( evn de. th/| evgkratei,a| th.n u`pomonh,n( evn de. th/| u`pomonh/| th.n euvse,beian( 7 evn de. th/|
euvsebei,a| th.n filadelfi,an( evn de. th/| filadelfi,a| th.n avga,phn)
 Gal 5:13 ou were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another (dia. th/j avga,phj douleu,ete avllh,loij)
 1Pt 4:10-11 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:
11

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength
that God supplies- in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (e[kastoj kaqw.j e;laben ca,risma eivj e`autou.j auvto.

diakonou/ntej w`j kaloi. oivkono,moi poiki,lhj ca,ritoj qeou/Å 11 ei; tij lalei/( w`j lo,gia qeou/\ ei; tij
diakonei/( w`j evx ivscu,oj h-j corhgei/ o` qeo,j( i[na evn pa/sin doxa,zhtai o` qeo.j dia. VIhsou/ Cristou/( w-|
evstin h` do,xa kai. to. kra,toj eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwn( avmh,n)
Most of us live on the borders of consciousness—consciously serving, consciously devoted to God. All
this is immature, it is not the real life yet. The mature stage is the life of a child which is never
conscious; we become so abandoned to God that the consciousness of being used never enters in. When
we are consciously being used as broken bread and poured-out wine, there is another stage to be reached,
where all consciousness of ourselves and of what God is doing through us is eliminated. A saint is never
consciously a saint; a saint is consciously dependent on God. (CHAMBERS, O. Called of God)

2. PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH
When we are born from above and the Son of God is formed in us, it is not the passing of the years that
matures His life in us, but our obedience. (CHAMBERS, O. The Psychology of Redemption)

2.1. FEAR OF GOD → SERIOUSNESS
 Mt 6:24-25 "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 25 "Therefore I tell you, do not
be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? ( Ouvdei.j du,natai dusi. kuri,oij

douleu,ein\ h' ga.r to.n e[na mish,sei kai. to.n e[teron avgaph,sei( h' e`no.j avnqe,xetai kai. tou/ e`te,rou
katafronh,seiÅ ouv du,nasqe qew/| douleu,ein kai. mamwna/|Å 25 Dia. tou/to le,gw u`mi/n\ mh. merimna/te th/|
yuch/| u`mw/n ti, fa,ghte Îh' ti, pi,hteÐ( mhde. tw/| sw,mati u`mw/n ti, evndu,shsqeÅ ouvci. h` yuch. plei/o,n
evstin th/j trofh/j kai. to. sw/ma tou/ evndu,matoj)
Determinedly take no one seriously but God, and the first person you find you have to leave severely
alone as being the greatest fraud you have ever known, is yourself. (Chambers, O. My Utmost for His
Highest)
The most seriously minded Christian is the one who has just become a Christian; the mature saint is just
like a young child, absolutely simple and joyful and gay. Read the Sermon on the Mount—“Take no
thought,” (i.e., no care), “for your life.” The word “care” has within it the idea of something that buffets.
The Christianity of Jesus Christ refuses to be careworn. Our Lord is indicating that we have to be
carefully careless about everything saving our relationship to Him. Fuss is always a sign of fever. A great
many people mistake perspiration in service for inspiration in devotion. The characteristic of a man who
has come to God is that you cannot get him to take anyone seriously but God. (CHAMBERS, O. The
Place of Help)
The thing that interferes with the life with God is our abominable seriousness which chokes the freedom
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and simplicity which ought to mark the life. The freedom and simplicity spring from one point only, a
heart at rest with God and at leisure from itself. (Chambers, O. Approved unto God)
Oh, these terrible questions [Job 38] when God seems to laugh at the soul, destroying its serious selfimportance, even while He upholds that soul (Chambers, O. Christian disciplines)
There is a subtle form of carnal pride that is set on my holiness; it is unscriptural and morbid and ends in
experience rather than in character, in taking myself more and more seriously and God less and less
seriously. The cultivation of holiness is impossible without the spiritual concentration which the Holy
Spirit enjoins. (Chambers, O. God's Workmanship)
Paul refused to take anything or anyone seriously but Jesus Christ. That is Our Lord’s teaching in the
Sermon on the Mount, viz., “Be carefully careless of everything saving your relationship to Me.” We take
everything else but that seriously. (Chambers, O. He shall Glorify Me)
Imagine anyone who has seen himself in the light of Jesus Christ thinking of his defects! Why we are too
filthy for words, and to be concerned because of the spots upon us is absurd. Leave the whole miserable
thing alone; we have the sentence of death in ourselves that we should not trust in ourselves but in God,
and there are no specks in God. I have determinedly to take no one seriously but God, and the first
person I have to leave severely alone as being the greatest fraud I have ever known is myself. “Oh I
am sick of myself”—if you really were sick of yourself you would go to your own funeral and for ever
after let God be all in all. Until you get to that point you will never have faith in God. (Chambers, O. Not
Knowing Where)

 distinguish: good from pleasant; humour from ridicule; temporary from eternal…
 Tit 2:7 Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity,
dignity (semno,thta)
 Lk 9:57-62 As they were going along the road, (1) someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you
go." 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head." 59 To (2) another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury
my father." 60 And Jesus said to him, "Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God." 61 Yet (3) another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell
to those at my home." 62 Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
the kingdom of God.
 (1) no earthly wealth (freedom from things; posessions)
 (2) no other agendas (freedom from people; society) → ONE thing is necessary (Lk 10)
 (3) no regretts for the past (freedom from plans; longings)
 Luke 14:25-35 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to
me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the
cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' 31
Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is
able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34 "Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown
away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

2.2. RESOURCES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH
2.2.1. GRACE → DAILY FORGIVENESS
 the same grace you received for forgiveness of your sins
 2Pt 3:18 …grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (auvxa,nete de. evn ca,riti
kai. gnw,sei tou/ kuri,ou h`mw/n kai. swth/roj VIhsou/ Cristou/Å auvtw/| h` do,xa kai. nu/n kai. eivj h`me,ran
aivw/nojÅ)
 2Tim 2:1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus (Su. ou=n( te,knon mou(
evndunamou/ evn th/| ca,riti th/| evn Cristw/| VIhsou/)
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2.2.2. FAITH → KNOWLEDGE AND TRUST
Hos 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I
reject you from being a priest to me. (yli !hEK;mi ^as.a'm.a,w> T's.a;m' t[;D:h; hT'a;-yKi t[;D"h; yliB.mi yMi[; Wmd>nI)
Ps 9:10 And those who know your name put their trust in you (^m<v. y[ed>Ay ^b. Wxj.b.yIw>),
Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God
is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith." (Ouv ga.r
evpaiscu,nomai to. euvagge,lion( du,namij ga.r qeou/ evstin eivj swthri,an panti. tw/| pisteu,onti(
VIoudai,w| te prw/ton kai. {EllhniÅ 17 dikaiosu,nh ga.r qeou/ evn auvtw/| avpokalu,ptetai evk pi,stewj eivj
pi,stin( kaqw.j ge,graptai\ o` de. di,kaioj evk pi,stewj zh,setai)
2.2.3. LOVE → COMPLETE SUBMISSION TO JESUS CHRIST
always; in everything; everywhere; Jesus → study his mind; his attitudes; his life…
Get to know and obey Jesus’s mind and will about everything in your life (2Cor 10:4-5 We destroy
arguments 5 and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to
obey Christ logismou.j kaqairou/ntej 5 kai. pa/n u[ywma evpairo,menon kata. th/j gnw,sewj tou/ qeou/(

kai. aivcmalwti,zontej pa/n no,hma eivj th.n u`pakoh.n tou/ Cristou/)
 1Cor 16:22 If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come!
 faith by love: Gal 5:6 in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything,
but only faith working through love (ou;te peritomh, ti ivscu,ei ou;te avkrobusti,a avlla. pi,stij diV
avga,phj evnergoume,nh)
 Rom 5:5 God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us (o[ti h` avga,ph tou/ qeou/ evkke,cutai evn tai/j kardi,aij h`mw/n dia. pneu,matoj a`gi,ou tou/ doqe,ntoj
h`mi/n)
2.2.4. ENDURANCE → DAILY ROUTINE & SUFFERING
 discipline; drudgery; ordinariness; hatred; persecution
It is in the sphere of humiliation that we find our true worth to God, and that is where our faithfulness has
to be manifested. Most of us can do things if we are always at the heroic pitch; but God wants us at the
drab, commonplace pitch, where we live in the valley according to our personal relationship to Him.
(CHAMBERS, O. The Love of God)

 Mk 13:13 And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end
will be saved (kai. e;sesqe misou,menoi u`po. pa,ntwn dia. to. o;noma, mouÅ o` de. u`pomei,naj eivj te,loj outoj swqh,setai)
 Rom 5:3-4 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, ( ouv mo,non de,( avlla. kai. kaucw,meqa evn tai/j
qli,yesin( eivdo,tej o[ti h` qli/yij u`pomonh.n katerga,zetai( 4 h` de. u`pomonh. dokimh,n( h` de. dokimh.
evlpi,da)
2.3. MEANS OF GRACE
Have we any helps to keep us living a godly life? That is the risk. Slowly and surely God will purify our
lives from props that separate us from Him. Immediately the means of grace are taken to be grace itself,
they become a direct hindrance to our life with God. The means are simply scaffolding for the time being,
and as long as they are in their right place they are an assistance, immediately we put them as the source,
we give occasion to the enemy. Have we helped ourselves in work for God from any other source than
God? “Ye are complete in Him” (Col 2:10). (CHAMBERS, O. If Thou Wilt Be Perfect)

2.3.1. THE WORD OF GOD
2.3.1.1. BIBLE STUDY

 Luke 11:28 "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" (maka,rioi oi`
avkou,ontej to.n lo,gon tou/ qeou/ kai. fula,ssontej)
 Bible reading program (Rev 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy,
and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near)
 Bible study program (John 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you
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have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me,)
2.3.1.2. PREACHING

 The Word of God alive… (1Cor 1:21 it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save
those who believe)
2.3.2. PRAYER
2.3.2.1. PRAYING ALONE

 Mt 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. (su. de. o[tan proseu,ch|( ei;selqe eivj to.
tamei/o,n sou kai. klei,saj th.n qu,ran sou pro,seuxai tw/| patri, sou tw/| evn tw/| kruptw/|\ kai. o` path,r
sou o` ble,pwn evn tw/| kruptw/| avpodw,sei soi)
[MURRAY The New Life] Beloved young Christians, if there is one thing about which you must be
conscientious, it is this: secret converse with God. → Alone with God → Count certainly upon an answer

 1Thes 5:17 pray without ceasing (avdialei,ptwj proseu,cesqe)
 constant prayer →
2.3.2.2. PRAYING IN FELLOWSHIP

 Mt 18:19-20 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there
am I among them. (Pa,lin Îavmh.nÐ le,gw u`mi/n o[ti eva.n du,o sumfwnh,swsin evx u`mw/n evpi. th/j gh/j
peri. panto.j pra,gmatoj ou- eva.n aivth,swntai( genh,setai auvtoi/j para. tou/ patro,j mou tou/ evn
ouvranoi/jÅ 20 ou- ga,r eivsin du,o h' trei/j sunhgme,noi eivj to. evmo.n o;noma( evkei/ eivmi evn me,sw| auvtw/n)
2.3.3. COMMUNION
 Lord’s Supper (1Cor 10:16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood
of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? To. poth,rion th/j
euvlogi,aj o] euvlogou/men( ouvci. koinwni,a evsti.n tou/ ai[matoj tou/ Cristou/È to.n a;rton o]n klw/men(
ouvci. koinwni,a tou/ sw,matoj tou/ Cristou/ evstinÈ)
 Church fellowship (Phil 2:1-2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind Ei; tij ou=n para,klhsij evn
Cristw/|( ei; ti paramu,qion avga,phj( ei; tij koinwni,a pneu,matoj( ei; tij spla,gcna kai. oivktirmoi,(
2
plhrw,sate, mou th.n cara.n i[na to. auvto. fronh/te( th.n auvth.n avga,phn e;contej( su,myucoi( to. e]n
fronou/ntej)
2.4. DAILY LIVING → WALKING BY FAITH
2.4.1. LOOKING AT THE INVISIBLE
 the Word of God
 2Cor 5:7 we walk by faith, not by sight (dia. pi,stewj ga.r peripatou/men( ouv dia. ei;douj)
 2Cor 4:18 …we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal (mh. skopou,ntwn h`mw/n ta.
blepo,mena avlla. ta. mh. blepo,mena\ ta. ga.r blepo,mena pro,skaira( ta. de. mh. blepo,mena aivw,nia).
2.4.2. THE FAITH OF MIRACLES
 Luke 17:5-6 "Increase our faith!" 6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith like a grain of mustard
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would
obey you
2.4.3. THE FAITH OF PATIENCE
 Luke 18:8 Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?
2.4.4. THE FUTURE WORLD
 Luke 20:35 those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from
the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage (oi` de. kataxiwqe,ntej tou/ aivw/noj evkei,nou tucei/n
kai. th/j avnasta,sewj th/j evk nekrw/n ou;te gamou/sin ou;te gami,zontai)
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TO REMEMBER
Immature Christians live according to the flesh.
The goal of maturity is to be like Christ.
Christian maturity does not just happen with time. It requires full commitment and a lot of help.

