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Ps 85:7 

%b"-Wxm.f.yI ^M.[;w> WnYEx;T. bWvT' hT'a;-al{h]   
Ps 85:6  Will you not revive us again, that your people 

may rejoice in you? 

 
OUTLINE 

0. INTRODUCTION 

0.1. WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? 
0.2. CONTROVERSIES, CONTROVERSIES… 
0.3. “REVIVAL” IN THE BIBLE 

1. A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF REVIVAL 

1.1. PERSONALITIES AND MOVEMENTS 
1.2. COUNTRIES AND NATIONS 
1.3. MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS 
1.4. DESCRIPTIONS 
1.5. DEFINITIONS 

2. DESIRING A REVIVAL 

2.1. A QUICK AND EASY SUCCESS? 
2.2. WHO NEEDS REVIVAL? 
2.3. THE PRINCIPLE OF PERIODIC REINVIGORATION 

3. SPIRITUAL CONFLICT 

3.1. THE WORLD 
3.2. REVIVAL AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 

0. INTRODUCTION 

 “restoration”; “renewal”; “awakening”; “outpouring” “Erweckungsbewegung”;  

[LLOYD-JONES Revival, Mk 9:28–29] Now I want to take this story and use it as a very perfect 

representation of the present position. Here, in this boy, I see the modern world, and in the disciples I see 

the Church of God, almost at this present hour. Is it not obvious to all of us, that the Church is patently 

failing, that she does not count even as much as she did in the memory of many of us today? 

 personal: Nu 14:6-9  And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those 

who had spied out the land, tore their clothes  
7
 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, "The 

land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land.  
8
 If the LORD delights in us, he 

will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey.  
9
 Only do not rebel 

against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is 

removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them." 

 'Everything is real in our churches today except God!' (Duncan CAMPBELL) 

0.1. WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? 

 [Duncan CAMPBELL The Price and Power of Revival] “It is one thing to shout it, it is one thing to 

sing it, it is one thing to talk about revival, but give me a people on their faces, seeking to be rightly 

related with God, and when that happens, we will soon know the impact of God-realization in our 

country.” 



0.2. CONTROVERSIES, CONTROVERSIES… 

 the world → persecution; scoffing at “enthusiasm”; hates holiness 

 the church → tradition; distrusting “phenomena” 

 the devil → heresies; casting doubt on the work of the Holy Spirit  

0.3. “REVIVAL” IN THE BIBLE  

0.3.1. THE WORDS 

 Ps 85:5-6 (6-7)  Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?  
6
 Will 

you not revive us again (WnYEx;T. bWvT' hT'a;-al{h]), that your people may rejoice in you? 

 Hos 6:1-3  "Come, let us return to the LORD (hw"hy>-la, hb'Wvn"w> Wkl.); for he has torn us, that he may heal us 

(WnaeP'r>yIw> @r"j' aWh); he has struck us down, and he will bind us up (WnveB.x.y:w> %y:).  2
 After two days he will 

revive us (~yIm"YOmi WnYEx;y>); on the third day he will raise us up (wyn"p'l. hy<x.nIw> Wnmeqiy> yviyliV.h; ~AYB;), that we may 

live before him.  
3
 Let us know (h['d>nEw>); let us press on (hp'D>r>nI) to know the LORD (hw"hy>-ta, t[;d:l'); his 

going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers (~v,G<k;), as the spring rains (vAql.m;K.) that 

water the earth." 

 [James Alexander STEWART Opened Windows] → 2Tim 1:6  For this reason I remind you to fan 

into flame (avnazwpurei/n) the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands; 

Phil 4:10  I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived (avneqa,lete) your 

concern for me. 

0.3.2. OCCASIONS 

 Judges 10:10 "And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord."  

 1Samuel 7:3 “And Samuel spoke unto all the house of Israel, saying: If ye do return unto the Lord with 

all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts 

unto the Lord, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.”  

 Jonah: Nineveh → a dissatisfied prophet 

 Nehemiah 8:1ff - A Solemn Assembly was held in front of the Water Gate where the Book of the 

Law of Moses was read by the hour and an agreement was made in writing to put away sin and to 

seek the Lord with all their hearts. 

 John the Baptist → Mt 3:5-6  Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going 

out to him,  
6
 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. → the Pharisees 

 Acts 8 – Samaria; → Simon the Magician 

 Acts 19:11-20 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, …And fear fell upon them 

all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled.  
…19

 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts 

brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and 

found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver.  
20

 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail 

mightily. → the sons of Sceva 

1. A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF REVIVAL 

 historical and contemporary accounts of revival… 

 the problem of an inspired assessment 

1.1. PERSONALITIES AND MOVEMENTS 

 look at the origins (“The 4 Ms” Man → Movement → Machinery → Monument) 

 look to historically verified movements  

 John Wesley; Jonathan Edwards; Charles Finney… 

 the Moravians (Unitas Fratrum); Methodists; Pentecostals (Azusa str.)… 

1.2. COUNTRIES AND NATIONS 

 Wales → the land of revivals (From the middle of the 18th century to the middle of the 19th, Wales 

experienced some 15 major revivals, resulting in its reputation as 'the land of revivals'.) 

 Germany; China; India;  



1.3. MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS 

 Martyn Lloyd-Jones; Edwin Orr; Richard Owen Roberts;  

 Duewel, Wesley, Oheň probuzení, Praha: EIRËNË, 1997 

1.4. DESCRIPTIONS 

[Duncan CAMPBELL Revival in the Hebrides] Following the trauma of World War II, spiritual life was at 

a low ebb in the Scottish Hebrides. By 1949 Peggy and Christine Smith (84 and 82) had prayed 

constantly for revival in their cottage near Barvas village on the Isle of Lewis, the largest of the Hebrides 

Islands in the bleak northwest of Scotland. God showed Peggy in a dream that revival was coming. 

Months later, early one winter's morning as the sisters were praying, God gave them an unshakable 

conviction that revival was near. Peggy asked her minister James Murray Mackay to call the church 

leaders to prayer. Three nights a week the leaders prayed together for months. One night, having begun to 

pray at 10 p.m., a young deacon from the Free Church read Psalm 24 and challenged everyone to be clean 

before God. As they waited on God his awesome presence swept over them in the barn at 4 a.m.  

 [TOZER Born after Midnight] “…revivals (or any other spiritual gifts and graces) come only to 

those who want them badly enough…” 

1.5. DEFINITIONS 

  “a gracious awareness of God sweeping through the parish of Barvas” (Duncan CAMPBELL) 

[SCHAEFFER No Little People] But reformation and revival do not stand in contrast to one another; in fact, 

both words are related to the concept of restoration. (1) Reformation speaks of a restoration to pure doctrine, 

(2) revival of a restoration in the Christian’s life. Reformation speaks of a return to the teachings of 

Scripture, revival of a life brought into proper relationship. to the Holy Spirit. 

 Tim Keller (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/Preview/160927) 

1. Revival recovers the gospel either from legalism or licentiousness. 

2. Revival prompts deep repentance and awe. 

3. Revival creates anointed, corporate worship in the church. 

4. Revival grows the local church body. 

5. Revival encourages extraordinary prayer. 

2. DESIRING A REVIVAL 

 the danger of manipulating emotions, theology, statistics… 

 the problem of persevering, apostasy, scandals… 

2.1. A QUICK AND EASY SUCCESS? 

[TOZER sermonindex.net] There seems to be a notion abroad that if we talk enough and pray enough, 

revival will set in like a stock market boom or a winning streak on a baseball club. We appear to be 

waiting for some sweet chariot to swing low and carry us into the Big Rock Candy Mountain of religious 

experience. Well, it is a pretty good rule that if everyone is saying something it is not likely to be true; or, 

if it has truth at the bottom, it has been so distorted by wrong emphasis as to have the effect of error in its 

practical outworking. And such, I believe, is much of the revival talk we hear today. My reason for doubt 

of the soundness of it is that we appear to conceive of revival as a kind of benign miracle, a feverish 

renaissance of religious activity which will come upon us, leaving us morally just as we are now, except 

that we will be a lot happier and there will be a great many more of us. It's a good talking point and it has 

an aura of superior godliness about it; but the trouble is that it is just not true. 

  “We want to hurry things up by revivals. Over and over again we take the devil’s advice and say, 

“It must be done quickly—the need is the call; men must be saved.”
1
 

2.2. WHO NEEDS REVIVAL? 

2.2.1. PERSONAL (INDIVIDUAL) REVIVAL 

 "If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him." C. 

                                                      
1
 CHAMBERS, O. The Place of Help, 



T. Studd 

[Norman GRUBB Continuous Revival] Now to go into the matter point by point. I learned first of a wholly 

now emphasis on the WALK of the Christian. I learned that in our evangelical and rightful zeal to bring 

sinners to the crisis of the new birth, and to lead the saints on to further crises of separation,  consecration, 

sanctification, the baptism of the Holy Ghost, or whatever might be the special emphasis of our various 

Christian communities, we have often made too much of the crises and to little of the WALK. 

2.2.2. REVIVAL FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

 2Chron 7:14  if my people who are called by my name humble themselves (yMi[; W[n>K'yIw>), and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land 

[Pyongyang, Korea 1907] The next night the power ot God was even more terribly felt ; and  one man, 

who was known to be at strife with another, at last got the  strength to rise up and make an open 

confession. He acknowledged how in his heart he had hated his brethren, and mentioned one of the  

missionaries by name. The agony he went through was terrible beyond all description, and when he broke 

out into weeping all the people wept  with him. Following on these days, for a whole week, there were  

similar experiences of God's power, first in the schools for boys and  girls and then in the women's 

meetings. (Revival in Manchuria) 

 Moravians 

Pastor Rothe now invited them all to set the seal to the work by coming in a body to Berthelsdorf 

Church,  and there joining, with one accord, in the celebration of  the Holy Communion, The Brethren 

accepted the invitation with joy. The date fixed was Monday, August 13th. The sense of awe was 

overpowering. As the  Brethren walked down the slope to the church all felt that  the supreme occasion 

had arrived ; and all who had quarrelled in the days gone by made a covenant of loyalty and  love. At the 

door of the church the strange sense of awe was thrilling. They entered the building ; the service  began; 

the "Confession" was offered by the Count; and  then, at one and the same moment, all present, rapt in  

deep devotion, were stirred by the mystic wondrous touch  of a power which none could define or 

understand. There, in Berthelsdorf Parish Church, they attained at last the  firm conviction that they were 

one in Christ ; and there,  above all, they believed and felt that on them, as on the  twelve disciples on the 

Day of Pentecost, had rested the  purifying fire of the Holy Ghost. (HUTTON A History of the Moravian 

Church, p. 209) 

2.2.3. NATIONAL (SOCIETAL) REVIVAL 

2.3. THE PRINCIPLE OF PERIODIC REINVIGORATION 

 Everything we do requires periodic reinvigoration… 

 the birth → and daily eating 

 Personal spiritual life: 2Cor 4:16  Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 

renewed day by day (eiv kai. o ̀ e;xw h̀mw/n a;nqrwpoj diafqei,retai( avllV o ̀ e;sw h`mw/n avnakainou/tai 
h`me,ra| kai. h`me,ra|) 

 History: times of refreshing: Acts 3:19-20 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted 

out,  
20

 that times of refreshing (kairoi. avnayu,xewj) may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he 

may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus 

3. SPIRITUAL CONFLICT 

3.1. THE WORLD 

[A. W. TOZER This World: Playground or Battleground?] People think of the world not as a battleground, 

but as a playground. We are not here to fight; we are here to frolic. We are not in a foreign land; we are at 

home. We are not getting ready to live, but we are already living, and the best we can do is rid ourselves 

of our inhibitions and our frustrations and live this life to the full. 

 Eph 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers (pro.j ta.j avrca,j), against the 

authorities (pro.j ta.j evxousi,aj), against the cosmic powers (pro.j tou.j kosmokra,toraj) over this present 



darkness (tou/ sko,touj tou,tou), against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places (pro.j ta. 
pneumatika. th/j ponhri,aj evn toi/j evpourani,oij) 

3.2. REVIVAL AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

 Jessie Penn-Lewis War on the Saints… (…the period in the believer's life wherein he receives the 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the special time of danger from the evil supernatural world, and the 

Baptism of the Spirit is THE ESSENCE OF REVIVAL) 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 Revival is an extraordinary work of God making His people holy, enthusiastic and victorious. 

 Revival is no “easy option” for evangelism. It requires fully committed people to the cause of the 

Gospel. Spiritual discernment is of paramount importance. 

 Revival should be desired for the glory of God.   


