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~O de. qeo.j pa,shj ca,ritoj( o` kale,saj u`ma/j eivj
th.n aivw,nion auvtou/ do,xan evn Cristw/| ÎVIhsou/Ð(
ovli,gon paqo,ntaj auvto.j katarti,sei( sthri,xei(
sqenw,sei( qemeliw,seiÅ 11 auvtw/| to. kra,toj eivj
tou.j aivw/naj( avmh,n

1Pt 5:10-11 And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To
him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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INTRODUCTION:
Chambers:
The Vices and Virtues of Vowing. When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for He hath no
pleasure in fools: pay that which thou vowest. (Ecclesiastes 5:4 rv)
At New Year time we hear much of vowing. Solomon’s advice is—“Don’t vow; because if you make a vow,
even in ordinary matters, and do not fulfil it, you are the worse for it.” To make a promise may simply be a
way of shirking responsibility. Never pile up promises before men, and certainly not before God. It is better
to run the risk of being considered indecisive, better to be uncertain and not promise, than to promise and not
fulfil. “Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay”(Ecclesiastes 5:5).
The vices of vowing outweigh the virtues, because vowing is built on a misconception of human nature as it
really is. If a man had the power to will pure will it would be different, but he has not. There are certain things
a man cannot do, not because he is bad, but because he is not constituted to do them. We make vows which
are impossible of fulfilment because no man can remain master of himself always; there comes a time when
the human will must yield allegiance to a force greater than itself, it must yield either to God or to the devil.
Modern ethical teaching bases everything on the power of the will, but we need to recognise also the perils of
the will. The man who has achieved a moral victory by the sheer force of his will is less likely to want to
become a Christian than the man who has come to the moral frontier of his own need. It is the obstinate man
who makes vows, and by the very fulfilment of his vow he may increase his inability to see things from Jesus
Christ’s standpoint. When a man is stirred, either by joy or sorrow, or by the seasons of the year, he is apt to
make vows which are beyond the possibility of human power to keep.
Jesus Christ bases the entrance to His Kingdom not on a man’s vowing and making decisions, but on the
realisation of his inability to decide. Decisions for Christ fail because the bedrock of Christianity is ignored. It
is not our vows before God that tell, but coming to God exactly as we are, in all our weakness, and being held
and kept by Him. Make no vows at this New Year time, but look to God and bank on the Reality of Jesus
Christ. (God's Workmanship)
[CHAMBERS] All my fresh springs shall be in Thee. Psalm 87:7(Our Lord never patches up our natural
virtues, He remakes the whole man on the inside. “Put on the new man”—see that your natural human life
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puts on the garb that is in keeping with the new life. The life God plants in us develops its own virtues, not the
virtues of Adam but of Jesus Christ. Watch how God will wither up your confidence in natural virtues after
sanctification, and in any power you have, until you learn to draw your life from the reservoir of the
resurrection life of Jesus. Thank God if you are going through a drying-up experience! (My Utmost for His
Highest)

1.

GOD OF ALL GRACE

 (auvtw/| to. kra,toj eivj tou.j aivw/naj)
 Ps 100:4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless
his name! (Amv. Wkr]B' Al-WdAh hL'hit.Bi wyt'rocex] hd"AtB. wyr"['v. WaBo)
 Ps 116:17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.
 … of all grace
 …who has called you
 → thanksgiving for time, peace, opportunity…
2.
A LITTLE SUFFERING
 (ovli,gon paqo,ntaj)
 1Pt 4:1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of
thinking… (Cristou/ ou=n paqo,ntoj sarki. kai. u`mei/j th.n auvth.n e;nnoian o`pli,sasqe)
 Lk 21:19 By your endurance you will gain your lives (evn th/| u`pomonh/| u`mw/n kth,sasqe ta.j yuca.j
u`mw/nÅ)
 → for courage
 → for patience
 → goverment(s);
 → Korea; China… America!
3.

RESTORATION

 (katarti,sei) mend, restore, set right, make complete (midd. strive for perfection 2Co 13:11); act.
and midd. make, prepare, supply (Luk 6:40)
 Ps 23:3 He restores my soul (bbeAvy> yvip.n:)
 Gal 6:1 if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a
spirit of gentleness… (eva.n kai. prolhmfqh/| a;nqrwpoj e;n tini paraptw,mati( u`mei/j oi` pneumatikoi.
katarti,zete to.n toiou/ton evn pneu,mati prau<thtoj)
 → damaged/hurting emotions
 → work/communion attitudes
 → sanctification
 → revival; unity in the Spirit
 → relationships in (our) church
4.

CONFIRMATION

 (sthri,xei) strengthen, make firm, establish; fix, set up (Luk 16:26); make a firm resolve (Luk 9:51)
 Rom 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you
(evpipoqw/ ga.r ivdei/n u`ma/j( i[na ti metadw/ ca,risma u`mi/n pneumatiko.n eivj to. sthricqh/nai u`ma/j()
 Lk 22:32 I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again,
strengthen your brothers (kai. su, pote evpistre,yaj sth,rison tou.j avdelfou,j sou)
 2Pt 1:12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and
are established in the truth that you have (Dio. mellh,sw avei. u`ma/j u`pomimnh,|skein peri. tou,twn
kai,per eivdo,taj kai. evsthrigme,nouj evn th/| parou,sh| avlhqei,a|)
 → knowledge of faith
 → certainty
 → spiritual gift/experience/preparedness
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 → education; Christian upbringing;
 → Christian arguments for the truth of the Bible (apologetics)
5.
STRENGTHENING
 (sqenw,sei) strengthen, make strong, cause to be more able
 Zech 10:12 I will make them strong in the LORD, and they shall walk in his name
(WkL'h;t.yI Amv.biW hw"hyB; ~yTir>B;gIw>)
 Phil 4:13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (pa,nta ivscu,w evn tw/| evndunamou/nti,
meÅ)
 1Cor 4:20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power (ouv ga.r evn lo,gw| h`
basilei,a tou/ qeou/ avllV evn duna,mei)
 → spiritual power
 → Christians in key political/cultural/educational positions
 → job
 → wellbeing; health
6.
ESTABLISHING
 (qemeliw,sei) provide with a foundation, found, lay the foundation of (Mat 7:25); figuratively, as
providing a firm basis for belief or practice establish, strengthen, settle, cause to be firm and
unwavering (1Pe 5:10)
 1Cor 3:11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
(qeme,lion ga.r a;llon ouvdei.j du,natai qei/nai para. to.n kei,menon( o[j evstin VIhsou/j Cristo,jÅ)
 Mt 7:24-25 "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. (Pa/j ou=n o[stij
avkou,ei mou tou.j lo,gouj tou,touj kai. poiei/ auvtou,j( o`moiwqh,setai avndri. froni,mw|( o[stij
wv|kodo,mhsen auvtou/ th.n oivki,an evpi. th.n pe,tran\ 25 kai. kate,bh h` broch. kai. h=lqon oi` potamoi. kai.
e;pneusan oi` a;nemoi kai. prose,pesan th/| oivki,a| evkei,nh|( kai. ouvk e;pesen( teqemeli,wto ga.r evpi. th.n
pe,tran)
 Col 1:23 …you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel
that you heard (evpime,nete th/| pi,stei teqemeliwme,noi kai. e`drai/oi kai. mh. metakinou,menoi avpo. th/j
evlpi,doj tou/ euvaggeli,ou ou- hvkou,sate)
 Eph 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith – that you, being rooted and
grounded in love (katoikh/sai to.n Cristo.n dia. th/j pi,stewj evn tai/j kardi,aij u`mw/n( evn avga,ph|
evrrizwme,noi kai. teqemeliwme,noi)
 → deeper relationship with Jesus
 → stronger ties with the Body of Christ – the church
 → the hidden ties with the unseen reality of God

