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LAW AND LIBERTY
Matthew 5:18; Romans 3:21
Zatec, 9th September 2018

Psalm 19:8-9

vp,n" tb;yvim. hm'ymiT. hw"hy> tr:AT
ytiP, tm;yKix.m; hn"m'an/ < hw"hy> tWd[e
ble-yxeMf. ;m. ~yrIv'y> hw"hy> ydEWQPi
~yIn"y[e tr:yaim. hr"B' hw"hy> tw:c.mi
avmh.n ga.r le,gw u`mi/n\ e[wj a'n pare,lqh| o`
ouvrano.j kai. h` gh/( ivw/ta e]n h' mi,a kerai,a ouv mh.
pare,lqh| avpo. tou/ no,mou( e[wj a'n pa,nta ge,nhtai
Rom 3:21 Nuni. de. cwri.j no,mou dikaiosu,nh qeou/
pefane,rwtai marturoume,nh u`po. tou/ no,mou kai. tw/n
profhtw/n
Rom 7:14 Oi;damen ga.r o[ti o` no,moj pneumatiko,j
evstin( evgw. de. sa,rkino,j eivmi
Gal 5:1 Th/| evleuqeri,a| h`ma/j Cristo.j hvleuqe,rwsen\
sth,kete ou=n kai. mh. pa,lin zugw/| doulei,aj evne,cesqe
Mt 5:18

Ps 19:7-8 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the
soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the
simple; 8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing
the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets
bear witness to it
For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery
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TWO EXTREMES

 (1) legalism → merits; merciless; hardness; formalism (form of piety);
Too much of our time is spent trying to chart God on a grid, and too little is spent allowing our hearts to feel awe.
By reducing Christian spirituality to formula, we deprive our hearts of wonder. (Donald MILLER Blue Like Jazz,
p. 205)

 (2) antinomianism → libertinism; (Jude 1:4 ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality
avsebei/j( th.n tou/ qeou/ h`mw/n ca,rita metatiqe,ntej eivj avse,lgeian)
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0.2.





1.

Law and Liberty
IMPORTANT INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

Who is God? → the attributes expressed in his law (Authority; Love)
What is man? → the image of God (→ Christology!)
What is happiness? → enjoying the fellowship with God (1John)
What is normal? → creation nature without sin
THE LAW OF GOD

 the purpose: (1) central Authority; (2) hierarchy of being; (3) worship and love; (4) freedom of obedience
1.1.

THE OLD TESTAMENT

 Emancipation: Dt 4:5-6 See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, that
you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Keep them and do them, for that
will be your wisdom and your understanding ( ~k,tn. :ybiW ~k,t.mk
; x. ') in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all
these statutes, will say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people (lAdG"h; yAGh; !Abn"w> ~k'x'-~[;).

 Eph 2:15 …the law of commandments and ordinances, (tw/n evntolw/n evn do,gmasin)
 (1) place → the Temple; (2) persons → the priests; (3) ritual → sacrifices; (4) times → feasts.
1.2.

THE NEW TESTAMENT

 Heb 10:1 …the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities
 Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes ( te,loj ga.r no,mou
Cristo.j eivj dikaiosu,nhn panti. tw/| pisteu,onti)
1.3.

LIFE IN CHRIST

 Rom 8:2 …the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death (o` ga.r no,moj
tou/ pneu,matoj th/j zwh/j evn Cristw/| VIhsou/ hvleuqe,rwse,n se avpo. tou/ no,mou th/j a`marti,aj kai. tou/
qana,tou)
 Rom 6:14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace ( a`marti,a ga.r
u`mw/n ouv kurieu,sei\ ouv ga,r evste u`po. no,mon avlla. u`po. ca,rin)
2.

CHRISTIAN FREEDOM

 …liberty has a structure and this structure implies both freedom and constraint of actions… (BARNETT
The Structure of Liberty)
 liberty for what? → grace! Apart from Galatians there are at least 27 other chapters in the New Testament
that touch on the relationship between law and grace. (2Tim 2:1 …be strengthened by the grace that is in
Christ Jesus)
2.1.

FREEDOM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

 2Cor 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom
 grace: Rom 6:18 …having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness
2.2.

IN SALVATION

 Eph 2:14-15 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing
wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances ( to.n no,mon tw/n evntolw/n evn
do,gmasin katargh,saj), that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
 Rom 3:21 …the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law
2.3.

IN SANCTIFICATION

 Rom 3:31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law (no,mon
ou=n katargou/men dia. th/j pi,stewjÈ mh. ge,noito\ avlla. no,mon i`sta,nomen).
3.

IN LIFE AND RELATIONSHIP

 Ps 85:9-11 Surely his salvation (A[v.yI) is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.
10
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
(11 Wqv'n" ~Alv'w> qd<c, WvG"p.nI tm,a/w<-ds,x,) 11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks
down from the sky. (@q"vn. I ~yIm:V'mi qd<c,w> xm'c.Ti #r<a,me tm,a/ 12)
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3

ACCEPTANCE

 Col 3:13 …bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive (avneco,menoi avllh,lwn kai. carizo,menoi e`autoi/j eva,n tij pro,j tina
e;ch| momfh,n\ kaqw.j kai. o` ku,rioj evcari,sato u`mi/n( ou[twj kai. u`mei/j)
3.2.

TRUTH IN LOVE

 Eph 4:15 …speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ
(avlhqeu,ontej de. evn avga,ph| auvxh,swmen eivj auvto.n ta. pa,nta( o[j evstin h` kefalh,( Cristo,j()
3.3.

THE GOAL OF CHRIST-LIKENESS

 Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
4.

TO REMEMBER

 Our understanding of law and liberty must begin with a correct worldview.
 Salvation is achieved without law to be free to obey the law of God.
 Christian liberty is freedom from rebellion against God and from the lusts of the flesh.

