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Mk 10:18 o` de. VIhsou/j ei=pen auvtw/|\ ti, me
le,geij avgaqo,nÈ ouvdei.j avgaqo.j eiv mh. ei-j o`
qeo,j
Rom 12:2 to. qe,lhma tou/ qeou/( to. avgaqo.n
kai. euva,reston kai. te,leionÅ
James 1:17 pa/sa do,sij avgaqh. kai. pa/n
dw,rhma te,leion a;nwqe,n evstin katabai/non
avpo. tou/ patro.j tw/n fw,twn( parV w-| ouvk
e;ni parallagh. h' troph/j avposki,asmaÅ

Mk 10:18 "Why do you call me good? No one is good
except God alone.
Rom 12:2 the will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect.
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.

hw"hy> rv"y"w>-bAj Ps 25:8 Good and upright (crhsto.j kai. euvqh.j) is the
LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Ps 86:5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.
Ps 100:5 or the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
Ps 107:1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for
his steadfast love endures forever!
Ps 136:1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for
his steadfast love endures forever.
Ps 135:3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing
to his name, for it is pleasant!
Rom 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.
Job 2:10 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the
foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from
God, and shall we not receive evil?"

hw"hy> bAj-yKi War>W Wm[]j; Ps 34:8
xL's;w> bAj yn"doa] hT'a;-yKi
Atn"Wma/ rdow" rDo-d[;w> ADs.x; ~l'A[l. hA"hy> bAj-yKi
ADs.x; ~l'A[l. yKi bAj-yKi hw"hyl; Wdho
ADs.x; ~l'A[l. yKi bAj-yKi hw"hyl; WdAh
hw"hy> bAj-yKi Hy"-Wll.h;
Oi;damen de. o[ti toi/j avgapw/sin to.n qeo.n
pa,nta sunergei/ eivj avgaqo,n( toi/j kata.
pro,qesin klhtoi/j ou=sinÅ

yrIBed:T. tAlb'N>h; tx;a; rBed:K. h'yl,ae rm,aYOw:
al{ [r"h'-ta,w> ~yhil{a/h' taeme lBeqn; > bAJh;-ta, ~G:
lBeq;n>
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INTRODUCTION
[CHARNOCK] God is only originally good, good of himself. All created goodness is a rivulet from this
fountain, but Divine goodness hath no spring; God depends upon no other for his goodness; he hath it in, and
of, himself: man hath no goodness from himself, God hath no goodness from without himself: his goodness is
no more derived from another than his being: if he were good by any external thing, that thing must be in
being before him, or after him; if before him, he was not then himself from eternity; if after him, he was not
good in himself from eternity. The end of his creating things, then, was not to confer a goodness upon his
creatures, but to partake of a goodness from his creatures. God is good by and in himself, since all things are
only good by him ; and all that goodness which is in creatures, is but the breathing of his own goodness upon
them : they have all their loveliness from the same hand they have their being from. All the names of God
are comprehended in this one of good. All gifts, all variety of goodness, are contained in him as one
common good. He is the efficient cause of all good, by an overflowing goodness of his nature ; he refers all
things to himself, as the end, for the representation o." his own goodness 1








0.1.
UNDER ATTACK!
Rom 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness2 and forbearance and patience, not
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? (h' tou/ plou,tou th/j crhsto,thtoj
auvtou/ kai. th/j avnoch/j kai. th/j makroqumi,aj katafronei/j( avgnow/n o[ti to. crhsto.n tou/ qeou/ eivj
meta,noia,n se a;geiÈ)
 Ps 31:20 Oh, how abundant is your goodness (w`j polu. to. plh/qoj th/j crhsto,thto,j sou)
Luke 18:1-8 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart. 2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3
And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 'Give me justice against
my adversary.' 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 'Though I neither fear
God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that
she will not beat me down by her continual coming.'" 6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the
unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?
Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" (a=ra eu`rh,sei th.n pi,stin evpi. th/j gh/jÈ)
anthropocentrism; secularism; hedonism;
 theodicy, the central problem of apologetics
0.2.

WHAT IS GOOD?

[CHAMBERS] we have to trust God, who is infinitely more than goodness.3 We come to God not with faith
in His goodness but with a conception of our own, and we look for God to come to us in that way. God cannot
come to me in my way. He can only come in His own way4

 Ps 4:6 There are many who say, "Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of your face
upon us, O LORD!
 hedonism (Epicureism); utilitarism
 life-supporting
(1) goodness in ethics  Mk 10:18 "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God
alone.
(2) goodness in ontology (metaphysics) Gn 1:31 And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. (7x)
(3) goodness in epistemology  Psalm 73:28 for me it is good to be near God
1

CHARNOCK, S. The Existence and Attributes of God, London : Henry G. Bohn, 1849, p. 535, 538.
[PASSOW] useful, good of its kind, serviceable,  goodness, excellence, honesty, uprightness
3
CHAMBERS, O. Notes on Isaiah. Complete Works, p. 1381.
4
CHAMBERS, O. Not knowing where. Complete Works, p. 894.
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 [Wiki] "Is what is morally good commanded by God because it is morally good, or is it morally
good because it is commanded by God?" (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euthyphro_dilemma)
 goodness vs. justice???
0.3.
A CONFLUENCE OF ATTRIBUTES
 (1) benevolence, (2) wisdom, (3) justice  realization of goodness
 freedom of other moral agents: Acts 4:24 "Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord
and against his Anointed'  28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take
place.
 god of this world (2Cor 4:4)
1.
GOD IS BENEVOLENT (WILLING GOOD)
 Eze 33:11 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked
 1Tim 2:3-4 God our Savior, desires all people to be saved (qe,lei swqh/nai)
 Ex 34:6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
(tm,a/w< ds,x,-br:w> ~yIP:a; %r<a, !WNx;w> ~Wxr: lae hw"hy> hw"hy>)
1.1.
FEELING AND SHOWING COMPASSION
 mercy  Ex 34:6 "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness
 forgiving  Eph 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.
1.2.
RELATING ALL BEINGS TO HIMSELF
 helper  Ps 146:7-9 who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The
LORD sets the prisoners free; 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those
who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 9The LORD watches over the sojourners; he
upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
 Ps 145:14 The LORD upholds (%mEAs) all who are falling and raises up (@qeAz) all who are bowed
down (~ypiWpK.h;)
2.
GOD IS WISE
 Rom 11:32-36 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 33 Oh,
the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God (kai. sofi,aj kai. gnw,sewj qeou/)! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 "For who has known the mind of
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?" 35 "Or who has given a gift to him that he might be
repaid?" 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.
2.1.
HE KNOWS WHAT IS GOOD
 Ps 4:6/7 Many are asking, “Who can show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us,
O LORD. 7 You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their grain and new wine abound.
2.2.
HE KNOWS HOW TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PLAN
 Gn 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good
 Rom 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I
might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."
3.

GOD IS JUST

 Gn 18:25 [Abraham to the LORD] Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?"
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 Ps 119:137 Righteous are you, O LORD, and right are your rules (^yj,P'v.mi rv'y"w> hw"hy> hT'a; qyDIc;)
3.1.

UPRIGHT, TRUTHFUL

 strictly right; no bending of justice: [David] 2Sa 12:10 Now therefore the sword shall
never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife.
 Ps 92:15 the LORD is upright my rock (yrIWc hw"hy> rv"y"), and there is no unrighteousness (ht'l'w>[;)
in him.
 Hab 1:13 You who are of purer eyes than to see evil ([r" tAar>me ~yIn:y[e rAhj.) and cannot look at
wrong (lk'Wt al{ lm'['-la, jyBih;w>)







3.2.
THE AVENGER, GIVING RETRIBUTION
2 Kings 23:25-26 Before him [Josiah] there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with
all his heart and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses, nor did
any like him arise after him. 26 Still the LORD did not turn from the burning of his great wrath, by
which his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations with which Manasseh
had provoked him.
Rom 12:19 "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." (Dt 32:35 Vengeance is mine,
and recompense)
Heb 10:30 "The Lord will judge his people."
Ps 94:1 O LORD, God of vengeance, O God of vengeance, shine forth! 2 Rise up, O judge of the
earth; repay to the proud what they deserve! 3 O LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall
the wicked exult?

4.
TO REMEMBER
 To understand the goodness of God we need a better definition of goodness than hedonism or
utilitarism has.
 The goodness of God is often realized as a final outcome of long processes through complicated
channels of various moral agents.
 To understand the goodness of God we have to submit to his power and trust him that everything
works for good when we love him.

