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0. INTRODUCTION: BUSINESS – GOOD OR EVIL? 

 “business” ≠ “wealth” 

 basically negative, positive or neutral moral attitude? 

0.1. BUSINESS IN THE EYES OF CONTEMPORARIES 

 “Three Big Theories/Powers” of today’s functioning society: (1) economics, 

(2) anthropology/sociology, (3) psychology 

 Employing people = extortion (post-Marxist countries…) → “the last metaphysical right…” 

 “Property is theft” (PROUDHON) 

 democracy: equalitarianism 

 freedom: to do nothing; entitlement to happiness… 

0.2. CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO WEALTH (BUSINESS?) 

 [LUTHER]the entire world would be full of service to God [German: “gottesdienst”], not only the 

churches but also the home, the kitchen, the cellar, the workshop, and the field of townsfolk and 

farmers. For it is certain that God would have not only the church and world order but also the 

house order established and upheld. 

 James 5:1-4  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 
2
Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  

3
 Your gold and silver have 

corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You 

have laid up treasure in the last days.  
4
 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 

which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have 

reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 
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 There are many good men in business. There are fewer good business men.
1
 

[GRUDEM] Words like “profit,” “competition,” “money,” and even “business” carry negative moral 

connotations for many people today. People who work in the business world sometimes labor under a faint 

cloud of guilt, thinking that their work may be necessary, but that from a moral perspective it is probably 

“neutral” at best. Very few people instinctively think of business as morally good in itself.
2
 

 GRUDEM: “I want to look at the following aspects of business activity: (1) Ownership 

(2) Productivity (3) Employment (4) Commercial transactions (buying and selling) (5) Profit 

(6) Money (7) Inequality of possessions (8) Competition (9) Borrowing and lending (10) Attitudes 

of heart (11) Effect on world poverty” 

[GRUDEM] If attitudes toward business change in the ways I have described, then who could resist being a 

God-pleasing subduer of the earth who uses materials from God’s good creation and works with the God-

given gift of money to earn morally good profits, and shows love to his neighbors by giving them jobs and by 

producing material goods that overcome world poverty, goods that enable people to glorify God for his 

goodness, that sustain just and fair differences in possessions, and that encourage morally good and beneficial 

competition? What a great career that would be!
3
 

1. SPIRITUALITY – WHAT IS IT? 

1.1. SOME CURRENT VIEWS OF “SPIRITUALITY” 

 definitions a difference between spirituality and religion… 

 

 
 

 “Spirituality has become an ‘in’ word. Inside and outside the churches people are talking about it – 

or at least using the word.”
4
 

 Spirituality has become an industry on both sides of the Atlantic.
5
 

 “Kabir, the fifteenth century Hindu-Muslim poet, says: “There is a Secret One inside us; the 

planets in all the galaxies pass through his hands like beads.”
6
 

 “We all need a God, who can make rational and consistent our deepest longings, aspirations, and 

purposes; …The aesthetic, the ethical, the philosophical, the scientific, the broadly rational of 

every sort, are equally concerned.”
7
 

 (spirituality) “…a loving tendency towards the Sacred (God, Higher Power, or Power greater than 

self.) Spirituality is an innate energy that drives us to enter into relationship with something greater 

than ourselves. It feeds the great works of art and literature, and major world religions. Religion is 

much narrower than spirituality since it provides objective parameters for the encounter.”
8
 

 cognates: mysticism; meditation; aesthetics… 
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 These are the usual questions behind the questions that people ask concerning their own 

search for spirituality: (1) Where were we before we were born? (2) Where do we go when 

we die? (3) What is the meaning of life? (4) What is the purpose of living?
9
 

1.2. CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

[Eugene MEGYER] The term 'spirituality' in its modern usage derives from the french neologism, spiritualité, 

which has found its way into other languages, Its root, however, is in the Greek, in the pauline adjective 

pneumatikos, 'the spiritual' (man), his technical term for christian being (1 Cor, 2, 13-15; 9, 11; 14, 1). 1 From 

St Paul's time, the word has been used consistently to denote the harmonious unity that should exist between 

christian doctrine and life, theology and piety.
10

 

 (1) personal  loving relationship with Jesus → John 15; 2Cor 5:15 

 (2) futuristic → Lk 16:9  make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that 

when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.) 

 (3) supernatural → 2Cor 4:18  …as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 

are unseen. 

1.2.1. BIBLICAL DESCRIPTION 

 John 4:23-24   the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 

seeking such people to worship him.  
24

 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 

in spirit and truth."  the Spirit & the Word 

[LLOYD-JONES] There is nothing more important in the Christian life than the way in which we approach the 

Bible, and the way in which we read it. It is our textbook, it is our only source, it is our only authority. We 

know nothing about God and about the Christian life in a true sense apart from the Bible.
11

 

 motivation: (1) calling (2) serving God (3) helping others 

1.2.2. TRUTH: FIGHTING LIES 

 lies of human nature (laziness; envy; unreliability) 

 revolutionary lies (equalitarianism; ) 

 political lies (inflation) 

 advertising lies (deception) 

1.3. SPIRITUAL FORCES IN THE WORLD OF BUSINESS 

 Decalogue: (1) idolatry (Col 3:5  covetousness (pleonexi,a), which is idolatry); (2) stealing; 

(3) coveting; (4) lying; (5) sabbath-breaking 

 personal temptations  righteousness 

 1Tim 6:10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving 

that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

 relationships  justice; fairness; equity 

 lies → bondage; 

2. CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND REALITY 

 the three basic spiritual areas/attitudes of Christian businessman 

2.1. THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 

 how to lose your life for Christ – businessman as a Christian  always of this attitude 

 Mt 5:40-42  And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  
41

 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  
42

 Give to the one who begs 

from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 

                                                      
9
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 Mt 6:19-20  Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal,  
20

 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

 Mt 6:25-29   "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing?  
26

 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  Mt 6:33  

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

2.2. THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 

2.2.1. THE BOOK OF DOWN TO EARTH WISDOM  

 Pr 26:17  Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who takes a passing dog by 

the ears. 

 Pr 6:1-5   My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor (zaručil za svojho blížneho), 

have given your pledge for a stranger,  
2
 if you are snared in the words of your mouth, 

caught in the words of your mouth,  
3
 then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you have 

come into the hand of your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor.  
4
 

Give your eyes no sleep and your eyelids no slumber;  
5
 save yourself like a gazelle from 

the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

 Pr 24:27  Prepare your work outside; get everything ready for yourself in the field, and 

after that build your house. 

 the first warning in the Book of Proverbs – against violence, stealing, robbery and “communism” 

 Pr 1:13-15  …we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses with plunder;  
14

 

throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse"-  
15

 my son, do not walk in the way 

with them; hold back your foot from their paths, 

2.2.2. HOW TO USE CREATION FOR CHRIST 

 Pr 13:23  The fallow ground of the poor would yield much food, but it is swept away through 

injustice. 

 Pr 11:1  A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is his delight. 

 Pr 11:26  The people curse him who holds back grain, but a blessing is on the head of him who 

sells it. 

 According to Proverbs, the preeminent principle for business is honesty. When a merchant sells 

something to customers, they should get what they pay for: “Fraudulent scales are an abomination 

to Yahweh, but an accurate weight brings his favor. (Pr 11:1) 

 …cast a wary eye on the merchant: “The buyer says, “Bad, bad,” but he disappears and then 

brags.” (Pr 20:14) 

 …warn the wise against securing loans for other people (6:1–5; 11:15; 17:18; 20:16; 22:26–27; 

27:13; 28:8). 

 Pr 11:14  Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is 

safety. ( study; take advice) 

2.3. EPHESIANS 6 

 how to fight spiritual battles in Christ and for Christ 

[LLOYD-JONES] Not only have we to wrestle against flesh and blood, but also ‘against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 

places’. The devil can make use of anything. I shall be pointing out later how he can even produce 

illnesses and sicknesses and depression and misery. The great trouble with the world today, and with 

the Church unfortunately, is that they know so little about the devil and the ‘principalities and powers’.
12

 

                                                      
12

 LLOYD-JONES, D. M. Ephesians. 
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 Eph 6:10-13  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  
11

 Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  
12

 For we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  
13

 

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand firm. 

3. “CHRISTIAN BUSINESSMAN” – AN OXYMORON? 

 we have seen the growth of' creation-centered spirituality' which rejoices in the goodness of the 

world
13

 

 1Tim 6:17-18  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment.  
18

 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 

to be generous and willing to share. 

3.1. BUSINESS – A SPIRITUAL CALLLING 

 [GRUDEM] “How Business in Itself Can Glorify God” 

 STEWARTSHIP: “the earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof ” (Ps. 24:1) and so ultimately 

it all belongs to him (see also Lev. 25:23; Ps. 50:10-12; Hag. 2:8; Luke 16:12; 1 Cor. 4:7). 

 see your business/wealth as a “small” thing (in the eyes of the Lord; compare it with the future) 

 the parable of talents  

3.2. BUSINESS THROUGH FREEDOM FROM BUSINESS 

 1Cor 7:29-31  From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none,  
30

 and 

those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were 

not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods,  
31

 and those who deal with the 

world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

3.3. BUSINESS TO SERVE 

 1Tim 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 

share. 

3.4. SPIRITUAL CHECKING 

• Intentions: purpose, goals, aims and vision 

• Planning: plans, strategy, tactics, schemes 

• Action: implementation, performance 

• Outcomes: results, consequences and effects.
14

 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 Calling to do business need not to be less spiritual than calling to do some church work. 

 Christian spirituality is life with Jesus in the Holy Spirit. 

 Living Christian spirituality among the forces of modern business requires radical risk taking and 

commitment to God’s will in personal life. 

                                                      
13
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14
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