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John 20:24-29 Qwma/j de. ei-j evk tw/n dw,deka( o`
lego,menoj Di,dumoj( ouvk h=n metV auvtw/n o[te h=lqen
VIhsou/jĹ 25 e;legon ou=n auvtw/| oi` a;lloi maqhtai,\
e`wra,kamen to.n ku,rionĹ o` de. ei=pen auvtoi/j\ eva.n mh.
i;dw evn tai/j cersi.n auvtou/ to.n tu,pon tw/n h[lwn kai.
ba,lw to.n da,ktulo,n mou eivj to.n tu,pon tw/n h[lwn kai.
ba,lw mou th.n cei/ra eivj th.n pleura.n auvtou/( ouv mh.
pisteu,swĹ 26 Kai. meqV h`me,raj ovktw. pa,lin h=san
e;sw oi` maqhtai. auvtou/ kai. Qwma/j metV auvtw/n
e;rcetai o` VIhsou/j tw/n qurw/n kekleisme,nwn kai. e;sth
eivj to. me,son kai. ei=pen\ eivrh,nh u`mi/nĹ 27 ei=ta
le,gei tw/| Qwma/|\ fe,re to.n da,ktulo,n sou w-de kai. i;de
ta.j cei/ra,j mou kai. fe,re th.n cei/ra, sou kai. ba,le eivj
th.n pleura,n mou( kai. mh. gi,nou a;pistoj avlla.
pisto,jĹ 28 avpekri,qh Qwma/j kai. ei=pen auvtw/|\ o`
ku,rio,j mou kai. o` qeo,j mou 29 le,gei auvtw/| o`
VIhsou/j\ o[ti e`w,raka,j me pepi,steukaj maka,rioi oi` mh.
ivdo,ntej kai. pisteu,santej
2Cor 5:16 eiv kai. evgnw,kamen kata. sa,rka Cristo,n(
avlla. nu/n ouvke,ti ginw,skomen
Psalm 138:2b

^t<r"m.ai ^m.vi-lK'-l[; T'l.D:g>hi

John 20:24-29 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve,
called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
25
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the
Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I
will never believe." 26 Eight days later, his disciples
were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 28 Thomas
answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus
said to him, "Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed."
2Cor 5:16 Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
Thou hast magnified Thy promise above all Thy
Name.
[CALVIN]thou hast magnified thy name above all
things by thy word.
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INTRODUCTION: THE FAITH IN JESUS OF HISTORY AND THE RESURRECTION

 rationality vs. rationalism  source vs. hindrance to faith  “fear of faith” as a problem of the modern
Christianity = we don’t want to neither have to be naïve
 faith – the way from visible reality (this world through the senses) to the invisible reality (the spiritual
world of God through His Word)

2
0.1.

The Easter Beatitude
THE POWER/WEAKNESS OF REASON

 scientism – “the belief that science, in the modern sense of that term, and the scientific method as
described by modern scientists, afford the only reliable natural means of acquiring such knowledge as
may be available about whatever is real. It is understood, of course, that this procedure can never give
rise to genuine certainty.”1
 “scientific” Jesus: 18th ct. Reimarus  19th ct. David Strauss; Renan  20th ct. Bultmann; Robinson 
21st ct. Crossan; Borg
 [Lessing: Über den Beweis des Geistes und der Kraft] “ Ein anderes sind Wunder, die ich mit meinen
Augen sehe und selbst zu prüfen Gelegenheit habe; ein anderes sind Wunder, von denen ich nur historisch
weiß, daß sie andere wollengesehen und geprüft haben.  Aber ich, der ich auch nicht einmal mehr in
dem Falle des Origenes bin, der ich in dem achtzehnten Jahrhunderte lebe, in welchem es keine Wunder
mehr gibt; wenn ich anstehe, noch jetzt auf den Beweis des Geistes und der Kraft etwas zu glauben, was
ich auf andere meiner Zeit angemessenere Beweise glauben kann, woran liegt es? Zufällige
Geschichtswahrheiten können der Beweis von notwendigen Vernunftwahrheiten nie werden.“2
([On the proof of the spirit and of power] Miracles which I see with my own eyes, and have an
opportunity to assess, are one thing; miracles of which I know only from history that others claim to have
seen and assessed them are another. But if I, who am no longer even in Origen’s position, who live in
the eighteenth century in which miracles no longer happen, if I hesitate now to believe something because
of the proof of the spirit and of power which I can believe on other kinds of evidence more appropriate to
my time, why is this so? contingent truths of history can never become the proof of necessary
truths of reason.)
[BAUCKHAM] At the beginning of the twenty-first century the quest of the historical Jesus flourishes as never before,
especially in North America. Among current historical Jesuses on offer there is the Jesus of Dominic Crossan, the
Jesus of Marcus Borg, the Jesus of N. T. (Tom) Wright, the Jesus of Dale Allison, the Jesus of Gerd Theissen, and
many others.3
0.2.

THE POWER OF THE WORD/TESTIMONY/PREACHING

 “Psychology of testimony”  more than “facts”  above description you get (1) interpretation,
(2) personal attitude, (3) implications  doctrine, (4) guidance
 God’s word  Ps 138:2; Rom 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power
 Dt 30:11-14 "For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far
off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that
we may hear it and do it?' 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea
for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?' 14 But the word is very near you. It is in your
mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.
 Rom 10:6-10 But the righteousness based on faith says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend
into heaven?'"(that is, to bring Christ down) 7 or "'Who will descend into the abyss?'"(that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart" (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
[LLOYD-JONES] “ Let us realise that the word of faith which is preached is a word which is nigh us, and even in
our mouth. There is nothing we have to do but believe, as the Philippian jailor did. Let us never forget that ‘the
common people heard him [Christ] gladly’. Let us never forget what the Apostle says to the Corinthians: ‘Ye see
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men. . . are called’ [1 Cor. 1:26]. Thank God! We do not have to
drag Him down or lift Him up. He has done it all! He has come; He has done the work; He has risen again. So
that all you and I have to say is

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come!
1
2
3

WELLMUTH, J. J. The Nature and Origins of Scientism, Milwaukee : Marquette University Press, 1944, pp. 1, 4.
LESSING, G. E. Lessings Werke, Salzburg : Das Bergland Buch, ??, p. 1037-39.
BAUCKHAM, R. Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, Grand Rapids : Eerdmans, 2006, p. 1&3.
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Charlotte Elliott
I do not understand fully - ‘Many a conflict, many a doubt’. It does not matter. Go as you are, cast yourself upon
Him, and He will receive you. Oh, the tragedy that the Jews were rejecting this and attempting the impossible!“4
0.3.

THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT

 the word in power (1Cor 2; 1Cor 4)
 1Cor 2:4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power (evn avpodei,xei pneu,matoj kai. duna,mewj)
 1Cor 4:20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power (ouv ga.r evn lo,gw| h` basilei,a
tou/ qeou/ avllV evn duna,mei)
 1Thess 1:5 our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction (evn duna,mei kai. evn pneu,mati a`gi,w| kai. ÎevnĐ plhrofori,a| pollh/|().
 Heb 2:4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of
the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
1.

THE BLESSINGS OF THE UNSEEN WORLD

 seeing – only physical reality
 2Cor 4:18 For the things that are seen are transient (pro,skaira), but the things that are unseen are
eternal (ta. de. mh. blepo,mena aivw,nia).
 Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen
was not made out of things that are visible.
  awareness of the unseen realities
1.1.

KNOWLEDGE

 Elijah and his servant (2Ki 6:17 Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, please open his eyes that he
may see." So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was
full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.)
1.2.

IMAGINATION

 Ps 16:8 I have set the LORD always before me (dymit' yDIg>n<l. hw"hy> ytiyWIvi); because he is at my right
hand
 spiritual imagination (1Cor 2)
 John 3:3 "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."
What do you set before you? News, movies, fears? Or God and what He says in His Word?
2.

THE BLESSINGS OF THE UNSEEN POWER

 seeing  forgetting (Out of sight, out of mind.)
  ability of reviving the experience with words
 you can remember words (John 15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you)
2.1.

SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE

 James 1:18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth (boulhqei.j avpeku,hsen h`ma/j lo,gw|
avlhqei,aj), that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creation.
 Gal 3:1-2 It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified (oi-j katV
ovfqalmou.j VIhsou/j Cristo.j proegra,fh evstaurwme,noj). 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the
Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith?
 Col 1:29 kopiw/ avgwnizo,menoj kata. th.n evne,rgeian auvtou/ th.n evnergoume,nhn evn evmoi. evn
duna,mei
Spiritual experience/believing through the Holy Spirit is the lasting grounding for faith. Believing through
senses (seeing, feeling etc.) is a “second hand” believing. What we need is the contact with a spiritual
Person, and sensations hinder us from having a spiritual fellowship with the Spirit of God. Visualization =
idols.
4

LLOYD-JONES, D. M. Romans 10, Edinburgh : The Banner of Truth Trust, 1998, p. 88.
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2.2.

INWARD WITNESS

 1John 5:10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. e;cei th.n marturi,an evn
e`autw/|
 Rom 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit
3.






THE BLESSINGS OF THE UNSEEN FELLOWSHIP

act of believing  expression of trust  fellowship
 accommodation of the Triune God inwardly
communion – you can hear Him (Ps 35:3 Say to my soul, "I am your salvation!")
1Pt 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. (o]n ouvk ivdo,ntej avgapa/te()
3.1.

INTIMACY

 John 14:23 "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him.
3.2.

JOY

 1Pt 1:8 Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible
and filled with glory,
4.

TO REMEMBER

 The word of God/preaching makes me aware of the unseen world of God.
 Saving faith in Christ is created in my heart by the word of the gospel, by God’s living Word
 The communion with Jesus in the Spirit is possible only through the word giving me the assurance and
joy in the Spirit.

