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John 18:28 - 19:16  hey then led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the Praetorium. It was now morning. They did not go into the Praetorium themselves to avoid becoming defiled and unable to eat the Passover.  29 So Pilate came outside to them and said, 'What charge do you bring against this man?' They replied,  30 'If he were not a criminal, we should not have handed him over to you.'  31 Pilate said, 'Take him yourselves, and try him by your own Law.' The Jews answered, 'We are not allowed to put anyone to death.'  32 This was to fulfil the words Jesus had spoken indicating the way he was going to die.  33 So Pilate went back into the Praetorium and called Jesus to him and asked him, 'Are you the king of the Jews?'  34 Jesus replied, 'Do you ask this of your own accord, or have others said it to you about me?'  35 Pilate answered, 'Am I a Jew? It is your own people and the chief priests who have handed you over to me: what have you done?'  36 Jesus replied, 'Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my men would have fought to prevent my being surrendered to the Jews. As it is, my kingdom does not belong here.'  37 Pilate said, 'So, then you are a king?' Jesus answered, 'It is you who say that I am a king. I was born for this, I came into the world for this, to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.'  38 'Truth?' said Pilate. 'What is that?' And so saying he went out again to the Jews and said, 'I find no case against him.  39 But according to a custom of yours I should release one prisoner at the Passover; would you like me, then, to release for you the king of the Jews?'  40 At this they shouted, 'Not this man,' they said, 'but Barabbas.' Barabbas was a bandit. 19:1 Pilate then had Jesus taken away and scourged;  2 and after this, the soldiers twisted some thorns into a crown and put it on his head and dressed him in a purple robe.  3 They kept coming up to him and saying, 'Hail, king of the Jews!' and slapping him in the face.  4 Pilate came outside again and said to them, 'Look, I am going to bring him out to you to let you see that I find no case against him.'  5 Jesus then came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said, 'Here is the man.'  6 When they saw him, the chief priests and the guards shouted, 'Crucify him! Crucify him!' Pilate said, 'Take him yourselves and crucify him: I find no case against him.'  7 The Jews replied, 'We have a Law, and according to that Law he ought to be put to death, because he has claimed to be Son of God.'  8 When Pilate heard them say this his fears increased.  9 Re-entering the Praetorium, he said to Jesus, 'Where do you come from?' But Jesus made no answer.  10 Pilate then said to him, 'Are you refusing to speak to me? Surely you know I have power to release you and I have power to crucify you?'  11 Jesus replied, 'You would have no power over me at all if it had not been given you from above; that is why the man who handed me over to you has the greater guilt.'  12 From that moment Pilate was anxious to set him free, but the Jews shouted, 'If you set him free you are no friend of Caesar's; anyone who makes himself king is defying Caesar.'  13 Hearing these words, Pilate had Jesus brought out, and seated him on the chair of judgement at a place called the Pavement, in Hebrew Gabbatha.  14 It was the Day of Preparation, about the sixth hour. 'Here is your king,' said Pilate to the Jews.  15 But they shouted, 'Away with him, away with him, crucify him.' Pilate said, 'Shall I crucify your king?' The chief priests answered, 'We have no king except Caesar.'  16 So at that Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

Intro

In some sources, Pilate is viewed as a victim and the Jews as those who are to be blamed for Jesus’ crucifixion. Did he really not have a chance to decide differently? Jesus talked to him and gave him a chance to change his mind. He didn’t have to condemn Jesus, but on the other hand, he had been heading towards this decision for many years before he met Jesus.
We need to use the time given to us to prepare for times of crisis – times of hard decisions. Use the time to learn how to pray, read the Word. Pilate made a bad decision and his whole life had been leading to it (his profession, his ideology, his cynicism).
justifying Pilate, Judas …and Lucifer
·	Monism  omnipotence means determinism
·	Predestination  evil is necessitated by God' creation
·	Foreknowledge  everything is clear from the beginning  fatalism
·	Pilate's character. Philo and Josephus unite in attributing dire and evil practices to Pilate, so that a dark character is ascribed to him. Early Christian literature in general accords with this view, but later literature progressively assesses him more favorably. …The Gospel of Peter suggests that Pilate had withdrawn entirely from the trial proceedings against Jesus, whose condemnation came exclusively from Herod Antipas and Jews. Tertullian (Apol. 21), in depicting Pilate as a Christian at heart (pro sua conscientia Christianus), only makes explicit what the Gospel of Peter implies.
Pilate - Roman Governor
·	Pilate - PROCURATOR of Judea A.D. 26-36, Pilate receives but one mention in Roman sources, and in connection with Jesus. Tacitus (ca. 115): "…Christ, who in the reign of Tiberius suffered under Pontius Pilate, the  procurator Financial and, later, military official responsible to the Roman emperor and representing him, sometimes at Rome, sometimes in the provinces. …It is a question whether Pontius Pilate and other early Roman military governors should be called procurators; of Judea." Tacitus  Annals 15:44, (…Christus Tiberio imperitante per procuratorem Pontium Pilatum supplicio adfectus erat)
·	Philo: The incident was the hanging in the palace in Jerusalem of gilded votive shields inscribed with the emperor's name. Pilate was ordered by the emperor to remove the shields. Philo ascribes to Pilate rape, insult, murder, and inhumanity.
·	Josephus: Jewish scruples were offended by troops who entered Jerusalem bearing standards with the image of the emperor on them. …Plate's intention to use funds from the temple treasury for constructing an aqueduct
·	Luke 13:1-5 alludes to Pilate's massacre of Galileans …
PIlate - apocrypha
Pilate literature and other apocrypha concerning Christ:
While Christianity was struggling against the forces of Roman paganism, there was a natural tendency to dwell upon the part which a representative of the Roman Empire played in the supreme events of Our Lord's life, and to shape the testimony of Pontius Pilate, the procurator of Judea, even at the cost of exaggeration and amplification, into a weapon of apologetic defence, making that official bear witness to the miracles, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of Christ. Hence arose a considerable apocryphal Pilate literature, of which the Gospel of Gamaliel really forms a part, and like this latter apocryphon, it is characterized by exaggerating Pilate's weak defence of Jesus into strong sympathy and practical belief in His divinity.
Report of Pilate to the Emperor:
In the apocryphal Acts of Peter and Paul there is embodied a letter purporting to have been sent by Pontius Pilate to the Emperor Claudius. This briefly relates the fatuous crime of the Jews in persecuting the Holy One promised to them by their God; enumerates His miracles and states that the Jews accused Jesus of being a magician. Pilate at the time believing this, delivered Him to them. After the Resurrection the soldiers whom the governor had placed at the tomb were bribed by the leaders to be silent, but nevertheless divulged the fact. The missive concludes with a warning against the mendacity of the Jews. This composition is clearly apocryphal though unexpectedly brief and restrained. It is natural, to attempt to trace a resemblance between this pseudograph and certain references of ecclesiastical writers to Acta or Gesta of Pilate. Tertullian (Apologia, xxi) after giving a sketch of the miracles and Passion of Christ, subjoins: "All these things Pilate . . . announced to Tiberius Caesar." A comparison between this pericope and the Pseudo-Pilate report reveals a literary dependence between them, though the critics differ as to the priority of these documents. In chapters 35, 38, and 48 of Justin's Apologia, that Father appeals confidently as a proof of the miracles and Passion of Jesus to "Acts" or records of Pontius Pilate existing in the imperial archives. While it is possible that St. Justin may have heard of such a report, and even probable that the procurator transmitted some account of the events at Jerusalem to Rome, it is on the other hand admissible that Justin's assertion was based on nothing more than hypothesis. This is the opinion of the majority of the experts. During the persecutions under Maximin in the fourth century spurious anti-Christian Acts of Pilate were composed in Syria, as we learn from Eusebius. It is probable that the pseudographic letter was forged as an offset to these. http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01601a.htm#III2 (28-Sep-13)

Acta Pilati (Or the Gospel of Nicodemus)
This work does not assume to have written by Pilate, but to have been derived from the official acts preserved in the praetorium at Jerusalem. The alleged Hebrew original is attributed to Nicodemus. The title "Gospel of Nicodemus" is of medieval origin. The apocryphon gained wide credit in the Middle Ages, and has considerably affected the legends of our Saviour's Passion. Its popularity is attested by the number of languages in which it exists, each of these being represented by two or more recensions. We possess a text in Greek, the original language; a Coptic, an Armenian and a Latin, besides modern translations. The Latin versions were naturally its most current form and were printed several times in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. One class of the Latin manuscripts contain as an appendix or continuation, the "Cura Sanitatis Tiberii", the oldest form of the Veronica legend.

The "Acta" consist of three sections, which reveal inequalities of style. The first (i-xi) contains the trial of Jesus based upon Luke 23. The second part comprises 12-16; it regards the Resurrection. An appendix, detailing the Descensus ad Infernos, forms the third section, This does not exist in the Greek text and is a later addition. Leucius and Charinus, the two souls raised from the dead after the Crucifixion, relate to the Sanhedrin the circumstances of Our Lord's descent to Limbo. The well-informed Eusebius (325), although he mentions the Acta Pilati referred to by Justin and Tertullian and heathen pseudo-Acts of this kind, shows no acquaintance with this work. We are forced to admit that is of later origin, and scholars agree in assigning it to the middle of the fourth century. There is no internal relation between the "Acta" and the feigned letter found in the Acts of Peter and Paul. Epiphanius refers to the Acta Pilati similar to our own, as early as 376, but there are indications that the current Greek text, the earliest extant form, is a revision of the original one. The "Acta" are of orthodox composition and free from Gnostic taint. The book aimed at gratifying the desire for extra-evangelical details concerning Our Lord, and at the same time, to strengthen faith in the Resurrection of Christ, and at general edification. The writers (for the work we have is a composite) could not have expected their production to be seriously accepted by unbelievers. http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01111b.htm
Pilate's "Ideals"
Pilate's Career
·	politics - what it only too often means (dodge, prevaricate, palter, equivocate, hedge…)
	he was said to be a cruel governor
	our career somehow sets our life’s journey – this doesn’t mean that a Christian cannot or should not be a politician, but he or she needs to have a calling from God to enter this profession, one needs God’s help and wisdom, otherwise he or she can be consumed by it, or even sucked up

getting there by violence
·	soldier? procurator?
Religion, culture…
·	antisemitism (John 4:22  …salvation comes from the Jews.)
·	contempt for Jewish faith
·	'Am I a Jew?…
	I need to work on my opinions before I enter a time of crisis
	! living with the right values and in the contact with God

Cynicism
·	'Truth?' said Pilate. 'What is that?'
·	"We can never know what to want, because, living only one life, we can neither compare it with our previous lives nor perfect it in our lives to come." kundera, m. The Unbearable Lightness of Being, p. 5. …Einmal ist keinmal - German saying
Negativism
·	nothing good ever happens to me!
·	"…in this world everything is pardoned in advance and therefore everything cynically permitted." kundera, m. The Unbearable Lightness of Being, p. 2
·	2 Kings 7:1-2  'Listen to the word of Yahweh,' Elisha said. 'Yahweh says this, "By this time tomorrow a measure of finest flour will sell for one shekel, and two measures of barley for one shekel, at the gate of Samaria." '  2 The equerry on whose arm the king was leaning retorted to Elisha, 'Even if Yahweh made windows in the sky, could this word come true?' 'You will see it with your own eyes,' Elisha replied, 'though you will eat none of it.'
Mockery
·	Ps 1:1  How blessed is anyone who rejects the advice of the wicked and does not take a stand in the path that sinners tread, nor a seat in company with cynics,
	! faith requires taking things seriously


Warped mind

·	2Cor 11:3 and I fear, lest, as the serpent did beguile Eve in his subtilty, so your minds may be corrupted (fqarh/| ta. noh,mata) from the simplicity (avpo. th/j a`plo,thtoj) that is in the Christ;
·	1Tim 6:5  disputes by people who are depraved in mind (diefqarme,nwn … to.n nou/n) and deprived of truth (avpesterhme,nwn th/j avlhqei,aj)
	People living with constant mockery can’t think soundly any more
	We need to perform a training of our mind and get it into a spiritual fitness
	The time of crisis/crossroads will come – it’s not a question of “if” but “when” and we need to build our house on a rock

Fear of Man
·	you are no friend of Caesar's
	this was Pilate’s final point for decision making – his fear for life “helped” him to decide

Idolatry
·	Rom 1:23  exchanged the glory of the immortal God (do,xan tou/ avfqa,rtou qeou/) for an imitation, for the image of a mortal human being (evn o`moiw,mati eivko,noj fqartou/ avnqrw,pou),
Bondage
·	Pr 29:25 The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe.
	to be afraid of people means to be dependent on their opinion and that means to be in a bondage
	when we’re in this cage of fear, things that could be accomplished through us cannot be accomplished (we can’t be used in some areas)

Conclusion

·	Choose your ideals in accordance with the will of God for your life.
·	Expect God to realize his will in your life.
·	Be bold to take risks when obeying the will of God.
Beware of times when you have time not to enter into things only because you like how they appear.

