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0. INTRODUCTION: BLESSING & SUCCESS – WHAT DO WE REALLY WANT? 

 “As it turns out, the key to selling audiences on their means for achieving success lies largely in 

their suppression of questions about the ends of that process.”
1
 :  

Oh, do not ask, " What is it ? "  

Let us go and make our visit. (The Love Song of Prufrock [T.S.Eliot]) 

 Occasionally they would be reading novels, but more often than not they would be 

reading, and annotating, books on how to be better managers, investors, parents, and 

so on. 

0.1. BASIC HUMAN DESIRE TO BE SUCCESSFUL 

 "…could not altogether resist that argument of success which is always powerful with men of the 

world." (1863 Geo. Eliot Romola xix,) 

 "one thing is forever good that one thing is success" (EMERSON) 

 “…(1) money, (2) fame, (3) power, (4) self-fulfillment, (5) appearances”
2
 

0.2. CHRISTIAN BLESSING  SUCCESS (?) 

 Christians use religious language to describe often the same desires the worldly people have. 

 (1) the gospel of prosperity VS (2) the gospel of simple living
3
      

1. B&S IN DICTIONARIES 

1.1. BLESSING 

[Webster]
4
 

1 a :  the act or words of one that blesses  

1 b :  approval, encouragement  

                                                      
1
 RAMAGE, J. Twentieth Century Success Rhetoric,  p. 1 

2
 HAACK, D. The Rest of Success, p. 40-47. 

3
 HAACK, D. The Rest of Success, p. 25. 

4
 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/blessing (11-Apr-14) 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/blesses
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/approval
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/encouragement
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/blessing
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2 :  a thing conducive to happiness or welfare  

3 :  grace said at a meal  

 [Oxford] 

 2.a Authoritative declaration of divine favour and countenance, by God or one speaking in 

his name; benediction; passing into b.2.b Invocation of divine favour by any one.  …3.a The 

bestowal of divine favour and prospering influence; favour and prospering influence of God. 

… 4.a A beneficent gift of God, nature, etc.; anything that makes happy or prosperous; a 

boon. … 

1.2. SUCCESS 

 [Oxford] "The prosperous achievement of something attempted; the attainment of an object 

according to one's desire: now often with particular reference to the attainment of wealth or 

position." 
5
 

 [Webster:]
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 1 obsolete :  outcome, result  

 2 a :  degree or measure of succeeding  

 2 b :  favorable or desired outcome; also :  the attainment of (1) wealth, (2) favor, or 

(3) eminence  

 3:  one that succeeds  

1.3. COMPARISON 

 success the state of affaires at the end of an effort/activity/work/life (e.g. I’ve successfully 

finished my studies – people applaud me…) 

 blessing  God’ positive participation in the process of an effort/activity/work/life 

 

 
 success appraisal (“praise”) according to the human standards 

 blessing  empowerment from God according to the godly standards 

2. B&S IN THE BIBLE 

 [BACON] “Prosperity is the blessing of the Old Testament ; Adversity is the blessing of the New ; 

which carrieth the greater benediction, and the clearer revelation of God's favour.”
7
 

 Blessing may cause a disaster (Joseph; Jeremiah; Jesus) 

 Success may be a curse (Solomon; Laodicea) 

2.1. B&S – THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 Ps 67:6  The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God has blessed us. 

 Pr 10:22  The blessing of Yahweh is what brings riches, to this, hard toil has nothing to add. 

                                                      
5
 Oxford English Dictionary,  

6
 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/success (11-Apr-14) 

7
 BACON, F. Essays,  p. 23 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/outcome
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/result
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/succeed
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/eminence
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/succeed
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/success
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 Genesis 39:5 From the time that he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, 

the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house because of Joseph. The LORD's blessing was on all that he 

owned, in his house and in his fields. 

 Gn 24:12  …God of my master Abraham, give me success today (~AYh; yn:p'l. an"-hrEq.h;)… 

 Dt 2:7  Yahweh your God has blessed you in all you do; he has watched over your journeying 

through this vast desert. Yahweh your God has been with you these forty years and you have never 

been in want." 

 

= the OT presents earthly blessings 

2.2. B&S – THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 Eph 1:3 Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all the 

spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. 

 Mt 10:22  You will be universally hated on account of my name… 

 John 16:33  …In the world you will have hardship… 

 

= the NT presents spiritual blessings to be desired 

3. B&S IN CHRISTIAN LIFE 

3.1. LIFE-CIRCUMSTANCES ARE NOT “SUCCESS” 

 Phil 4:11-12  I have learnt to manage with whatever I have.  
12

 I know how to live modestly, and I 

know how to live luxuriously too: in every way now I have mastered the secret of all conditions: 

full stomach and empty stomach, plenty and poverty. 

3.2. GOD’S PARTICIPATION 

 Acts 1:8  …you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 

earth." 

 Gal 6:14  But as for me, it is out of the question that I should boast at all, except of the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

3.3. FINAL SUCCESS 

 Mt 25:21  Well done, good and trustworthy servant… 

 1 Peter 1:7 so that the genuineness of your faith-- more valuable than gold, which perishes though 

refined by fire-- may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

= a Christian is able to live modestly and in luxury, his first and main motive is to be a part 

of God’s work – to have His approval wherever he/she is and works, whether or not his/her 

work seems successful from the human perspective 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

 “Blessing” and “success” are words coming from two worlds.  

 Success in the Bible is not always a blessing. Sometimes success is a curse and failure is a 

blessing. 

 A Christian is focused on Jesus and realization of his life regardless of success. Relationship with 

the Son of God is the only blessing that matters. 


