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0. Introduction

· Is the gospel of the New Testament to be ''the power of God unto salvation" for the modem man?

· Three secular writers who concern themselves with some of today's more conspicuous social ills are Philip Rieff, Christopher Lasch, and Erich Fromm. Respectively, they address alienation, self-centeredness, and materialism. Unlike Catholicism, they avoid the question of how to define mankind, and they leave out a crucial dimension: the transcendent.

· "Current literature abounds with analyses  of the "predicament of modern man." This predicament is the  end product of secularism, which Arnold Toynbee has called 'the vain repetition of the Gentiles' by which he means the attempt to live only by human reason and resources, an attempt which destroyed Greco-Roman civilization."

0.1. Why do we need to know about the modern man?

· ‘Christians are always more culturally shortsighted than they realise. They are  often unable to tell, for instance, where their Christian principles leave off and their cultural perspectives begin. What many of them fail to ask themselves is, ‘where are we coming from and what is our own context?’

= we often don’t understand the culture very well and fight against things that are not relevant any more (just like parents tend to raise their children according what they experienced when they were children – but it’s one generation behind the present world)

= to understand the world is extremely uncomfortable and difficult, but with God’s help it’s possible
= need to listen with the ears of others
0.1.1. The problem of "man" 

· human being - traditional word

0.1.2. The word "modern"

· [Rieff] "What characterizes modernity, I think is just this idea that men need not submit to any power - higher or lower - other than their own."

· [theology]"Modernists  place the foundation of religious philosophy in that  doctrine which is commonly called Agnosticism. According to this teaching human reason is confined  entirely within the field of phenomena, that is to  say, to things that appear, and in the manner in  which they appear: it has neither the right nor  the power to overstep these limits."

· [modernism] "Most historians of literature and the plastic arts - the fields in which the term has most play - date it from the late 1880s to the Second World War. Modernism is thus distinguished from the ‘modern’ of ‘modern history’ (understood as anything since medieval history), ‘modern life’ (popular contemporary attitudes and difficulties), and other broad uses of the term ‘modern’. In fact, recognition of the ism in modernism is a key to understanding it - intense self-awareness being an essential characteristic or value, allied to modernism’s complex engagement with avant-garde status. ( Other values that consistently underpin modernism include a propensity to create ‘culture shock’ by abandoning traditional conventions of social behaviour, aesthetic representation, and scientific verification; the celebration of elitist or revolutionary aesthetic and ethical departures; and in general the derogation of the premise of a coherent, empirically accessible external reality (such as Nature or Providence) and the substitution of humanly devised structures or systems which are self-consciously arbitrary and transitory."

· Os Guinness: modernity - (Dining with the Devil): an effort to use marketing and management in the church practice
· modernism - in Catholic theology (liberalism in the protestant theol); Enlightenment - science; rationalism; rule o man

· Christians should know what the truth about the myths of the modern man is.
= according to history – modernity means the era from medieval times to nowadays

= media: modernity means the popular problems of today’s people

= theology: modernity means scientifically modified faith

= ! a Christian is someone who submits to a higher power ! (the opposite of what RIEFF said)

0.1.3. "Modern man"

· "The spiritual problem of modern man is one of those questions which belong so intimately to the present in which we are living that we cannot judge of them fully. The modern man is a newly formed human being; a modern problem is a question which has just arisen and whose answer lies in the future."

0.1.4. Zeitgeist

= “the spirit” of this time
· secularism ( secularization

· (1) anthropocentrism, (2) individualism, (3) scientism, (4) secularized eschatology

· "MacDonaldization"
 - (1) easy access - no effort, (2) quick - no waiting, (3) pleasant - no inconvenience (Energy, Time, Pain)

By the latter half of the nineteenth century, men were encouraged to work hard, to practice self-control, to dedicate themselves to a career or trade (the remnants of the Puritan notion of a calling), and to strive to develop their character. Such a path to manhood was widely accepted by members of the white middle class and was deemed the only viable means to attain manly status in this white man’s republic. This culture of manhood was very much a product of a social and economic system that coupled proprietary capitalism withVictorian culture.

By the end of World War II, most everyone still accepted that a man should hold a job and support his family, but men were encouraged to individuate themselves by pursuing a number of possible avenues toward self-expression. Pursuing a hobby, engaging in recreation, expressing an interest in sexuality or selfgratification, or developing a pleasing personality were all presented as viable ways for men to express their masculine identity.

motivated by Domination

= the first of three deceptions a Christian needs to be aware of

· Christopher Lasch - self-centeredness
· Conceit masquerading as science = pride
· overstepping boundaries - in physics (the elementary particles give us the story of creation) - in palaeontology (the skeletons give us the law of evolution) - in psychology (human behaviour gives us understanding of God)

0.2. MM: arrogant Ruler

· "Other values that consistently underpin modernism include ...in general the derogation of the premise of a coherent, empirically accessible external reality (such as Nature or Providence) and the substitution of humanly devised structures or systems which are self-consciously arbitrary and transitory."

0.2.1. Science - a promise of control (Ellul)

· success: - from the Renaissance humanism (antiquity) - to the Enlightenment rationalism (sciencific revolution) - to the 

· The idea that we can reach salvation through science is ancient and powerful. It is by no means nonsense, but it lies at present in a good deal of confusion. Its many strands—some helpful, some not—greatly need sorting. In the seventeenth century, when modern science first arose, it was an entirely natural thought."

· "It is an undeniable fact that the extraordinary progress science has achieved in modern times is, in the first place, the result of its emancipation from the bonds in which theology had held it during the Middle Ages. The principle of truthfuHy describing reality and explaining it on a strictly empirical basis, without having recourse to theology or any other metaphysical speculation, iscalIed positwvism."

0.2.1.1. Modernist theology

· [modernist theology] "THE modern world is asking questions. Christianity  and its traditional theology have come down to us from  an age very different from our own, an age when the  sun and the stars moved round the earth, when the  meaning of natural law and evolution was only dimly  apprehended, when the psychology of religion, the  historical method and the critical study of ancient  documents were yet unborn. These things touch the  foundations of the old beliefs, and it is about the  foundations that the world is asking."
 

0.2.1.2. Technology

· "(technology is power, made up of instruments of power, hence producing phenomena and structures of power, i.e., of domination."

· "The Technical Man is fascinated by results, by the immediate consequences of setting standardized devices into motion. He cannot help admiring the spectacular effectiveness of nuclear weapons of war. Above all, he is committed to the never-ending search for "the one best way" to achieve any designated objective."

0.2.1.3. Marketing

· [church growth]"First, one finds an emphasis on the use of (1) quantitative measures of success such as worship attendance, increases in cash receipts, and number of new converts. Second, there is a (2) focus on contextualization, that is, a church delivers its message within the context of the culture. This is the hallmark principle of the movement. Third, the application of (3) modern marketing techniques utilizing the latest technology is seen as necessary to achieve success in a competitive religious marketplace. Finally, the value of (4) networking with like-minded churches and church leaders which allows younger church leaders to learn from veterans of the movement."

0.2.2. selfism (narcissism)

· Ego - self-worship

· "The Objectivist epistemology, metaphysics and ethics are the philosophical frame of reference in which I write as a psychologist."
 

· "The reputation you have with yourself— your self-esteem—is the single most important factor for a fulfilling life."

· Schuller: Self-Esteem: The New Reformation (Word:1982) "…the core of sin is a lack of self-esteem…" A person is in hell when he has lost his self-esteem." "The Cross sanctifies the ego trip. For the Cross protected our Lord's perfect self-esteem from turning into sinful pride."

· sacrifice - unthinkable!

= domination shows itself as a way of salvation – people have believed (since 16./17. century) that this world is going to progress towards something better, towards welfare

= before, people believed that sometime before their era, life had been better

= scientific revolution: there’s coming something wonderful (they don’t look for gospel anymore)

= BUT what really happened: technology has overruled us (ELLUL) and this leads to persuasion, that we are in control which leads to self-celebration

= a man becomes his own goal – leads to loneliness/SCHULLER – new reformation of self-esteem

= yes, we are God’s image, but born as the children of hell and redeemed by the blood of Jesus

= the Christian’s self-esteem is built on humility; motivated by humility to serve and bring sacrifice
0.3. a Christian: motivated by gratitude

0.3.1. Saved to serve (Salvation Army motto)

0.3.1.1. The Cross

· [The Cross] Gal 6:14 But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
· Mt 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

· 1 Peter 5:5  (for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

0.3.1.2. Love 

· 2 Cor 5:14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died.

· Love your neighbour as yourself!

· Gal 5:6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love.

0.3.1.3. sacrifice (living for God)

· Rom 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

0.3.2. Submission

· to God: James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God.

· to leaders: Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them;

· Phil 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.
1. Plagued by Doubts

· Philip Rieff - alienation

· Forlornness masquerading as philosophy (( Sartre)

· in philosophy (postmodernism, deconstruction) - in theology (psychotheology) - in 

· "Even where the author may have said his entire say in several  volumes, each one as bulky as a volume of  the Britannica, he knows that there is more  to be said. He leaves the way open without  trying for a moment to block it by writing  down 'The End'."

· (a world increasingly dominated by media hype and obfuscation.

1.1. De omnibus dubitandum

1.1.1. Programmatic doubt

· Descartes - doubt everything cogito ergo sum ( EGO

1.1.2. Scientific scepticism

· "scientific spirit"

· "(critical and scientific mind of modern man("

· Cannot take anything seriously

· "Modern skepticism is embodied in the scientific method, that involves gathering data to formulate and test naturalistic explanations for natural phenomena. A claim becomes factual when it is confirmed to such an extent it would be reasonable to offer temporary agreement. But all facts in science are provisional and subject to challenge, and therefore skepticism is a method leading to provisional conclusions."

· …the classical pattern of   sceptical rationalism in a world of unreason -- use of a logical weapon against a series of targets. …For a scientist must indeed be freely   imaginative and yet sceptical, creative and yet a critic.
 

1.1.3. Existentialism: despair of forlornness

· "The concept of forlornness in Sartre's eyes is coming to grips with the fact that we are alone in our decision making. We have "no excuses, determinism or omens", that influence our decisions. The atheistic existentialist feels that we are alone in our decision making because there is no god.

Forlornness for Sartre stems from his belief that God does not exist If God does not exist, then we have to face all the consequences of our actions alone The Existentialist finds it distressing that God does not exist because then finding a firm foundation for values disappears Sartre explains because human beings are responsible for their actions this realization leads them to a state of forlornness Sartre also claims that human nature does not exist, there is nodeterminism and therefore man is free. In fact “man is condemned to be free” “Condemned because he did not create himself, yet in other respects is free; because once thrown into the world, he is responsible for everything he does.

1.1.4. Postmodernism:

· oppositions of modernity and postmodernity
 

	modernism
	postmodernism

	Form (conjunctive, closed)
	Antiform (disjunctive, open)

	Purpose 
	Play

	Design 
	Chance

	Hierarchy 
	Anarchy

	Mastery/Logos 
	Exhaustion/Silence


1.2. a christian: made whole through the faith in Jesus Christ

1.2.1. The Holy Spirit

· intuition :  ( Pascal

· John 3:3  Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

· John 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:

1.2.2. The word

· listen: 

· Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

1.2.3. Obedience in thought and deed

· faith into faith (Rom 1:)

· John 8:12  hen Jesus spoke to them again: "I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life."

· John 5:44  How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 

· John 5:47  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

1.2.3.1. Pascal: A christian example

· The difference between the mathematical and the intuitive mind …All mathematicians would then be intuitive if they had clear sight, for they do not reason incorrectly from principles known to them; and intuitive minds would be mathematical if they could turn their eyes to the principles of mathematics to which they are unused.

· This scrap of paper, which records Pascal's experience on one unforgettable night in 1654, was found in the lining of his coat after his death, for he carried this reminder about with him always.
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= the scientific spirit of the modern world says “Is it really so?” – need of questioning everything = skepticism

= problem of applying the scientific method on faith: Descartes – I am at the beginning of things = existentialism, postmodernism – being totally lost (Sartre – stayed silent)

= a Christian needs to keep his faith in order to avoid doubts – a faith that doesn’t stand solely on reason (facts and arguments) but on intuition given by the Holy Spirit: John 3,3 (Jesus talks here to a theologian who comes to him with “We know that…” and Jesus says they don’t know = you have to see with your inner eyes), Rom 10,17
· Pascal’s memorial as an example of seeing and hearing God

= Jesus says we need to be like children in order to accept His kingdom and enter it
= yes, we do need apologetics, facts and reason, BUT we need a life experience with God as well
2. bogged down by dependency

· Erich Fromm - materialism

· Enslavement masquerading as entertainment

· "The therapeutic culture has been studied by historians, sociologists, and other observers since at least the 1960s. Briefly defined, it is a culture in which the central question is the fulfillment of the individual rather than the individual's compliance with collective goals or moral authority outside the self."

2.1. Entertainment 

2.1.1. The novel - rebellion

The contradiction is this: man rejects the world as it is, without accepting the necessity of escaping it. In fact, men cling to the world and by far the majority do not want to abandon it. Far from always wanting to forget it, they suffer, on the contrary, from not being able to possess it completely enough, estranged citizens of the world, exiled from their own country. Except for vivid moments of fulfilment, all reality for them is incomplete. Their actions escape them in the form of other actions, return in unexpected guises to judge them, and disappear like the water Tantalus longed to drink, into some still undiscovered orifice. …Seen from a distance, these existences seem to possess a coherence and a unity which they cannot have in reality, but which seem evident to the spectator. He sees only the salient points of these lives without taking into account the details of corrosion. Thus we make these lives into works of art. In an elementary fashion we turn them into novels. In this sense, everyone tries to make his life a work of art. … What, in fact, is a novel but a universe in which action is endowed with form, where final words are pronounced, where people possess one another completely, and where life assumes the aspect of destiny? 

2.1.2. visual culture

2.1.2.1. Virtual reality

"The Image: A Guide to Pseudo-Events in America, was describing how everywhere the fabricated, the inauthentic and the theatrical were driving out the natural, the genuine and the spontaneous from life until reality itself had been converted into stagecraft. As Boorstin saw it, Americans increasingly lived in a “world where fantasy is more real than reality,” and he warned, “We risk being the first people in history to have been able to make their illusions so vivid, so persuasive, so ‘realistic’ that they can live in them.”
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2.1.2.2. Emptiness

· advertising - The Century of the Self - psychomanipulation of the masses

What Huxley teaches is that in the age of advanced technology, spiritual devastation is more likely to come from an enemy with a smiling face than from one whose countenance exudes suspicion and hate. In the Huxleyan prophecy, Big Brother does not watch us, by his choice. We watch him, by ours. There is no need for wardens or gates or Ministries of Truth. When a population becomes distracted by trivia, when cultural life is redefined as a perpetual round of entertainments, when serious public conversation becomes a form of baby-talk, when, in short, a people become an audience and their public business a vaudeville act, then a nation finds itself at risk; culture-death is a clear possibility.

2.1.3. the Therapeutic age

As part of its response to marginality, the modern welfare state incorporates programs and agencies that use an approach I term “therapeutic.” It begins with the premise that some people are unable to adjust to the demands of everyday life or function according to the rules by which most of us operate. If they are to acquire the value structure that makes for self-sufficiency, healthy relationships, and positive self-esteem, they need expert help. Accordingly they become the clients of behavioral specialists, clinicians, and social workers—a group I refer to generically as social personnel."

2.2. a Christian: Empowered by the Holy Spirit

· Phi 3:14   I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

2.2.1. Seriousness

· facing reality

· Romans 6:11  So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin,

· Gal 6:14  …the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

· Eze 9:4  And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

· [Lot] 2 Peter 2:8 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by their lawless deeds that he saw and heard),

2.2.2. Self-control

· spiritual fight

· 2Tim 2:3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

· Gal 2:20  I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

· Gal 5:22 And the fruit of the Spirit is: Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, meekness, self-control
2.2.3. Hope for eternity

· [Heb 4:9] "When God would give the Israelites his Sabbaths of rest  in a land of rest, he had more ado to make them believe it, than  to overcome their enemies and procure it for them."

= addiction: MM wants to be entertained but it entertainment can very easily lead to all sorts of addictions (many people need to undergo psychotherapies)

= CAMUS claims a novel to be successful when it’s built on rebellion – people want to live inside of a novel, a soap opera etc. because these stories have a conclusion, and people’s lives are not all clear and concluded

= people care more about entertain the others (e.g. news) than to present reality – phantasy becomes more real than reality (infotainment)

= visual culture – psych manipulation
= a feeling is created that I am being entertained when in reality I am being dominated

= we need the power of the Holy Spirit to battle these forces… self-control

3. Conclusion

· John 17:11  they themselves are in the world,

· John 17:16  "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

· Rom 12:2  and do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,

· 1 John 2:15  Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

· humility in the self

· faith in God

· self-discipline
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