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	Fil 3:8 A vôbec, všetko pokladám za stratu pre vznešenos� poznania Krista Ježiša, môjho Pána. Pre neho som všetko ostatné stratil a pokladám to za odpad, aby som získal Krista
	Phil 3:8 More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ

	Luke 12:20-21  Ale Boh mu povedal: “Blázon! Ešte tejto noci požiadajú od teba tvoj život a čo si si nahonobil, čie bude?”  21 Tak je to s tým, kto si hromadí poklady, a pred Bohom nie je bohatý
	Luke 12:20-21  But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have prepared-- whose will they be?'  21 "That's how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."


0. Intro

· why do you worship God? Why are you a Christian?…

· no one is tempted beyond what he or she could endure
· the theme of knowing God is even greater than meaning of life
· John 17:3  And eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
· Job is Jesus’ type: Jesus suffered, but not in a catastrophic way – He chose to suffer to save us
· The thoughts about God have a priority: I will live and act according to what I think, it shapes my character, my eternity
· We see it in the book of Job = words about God form the majority of the book (and we do not read almost anything about Job’s illness and cures etc.)
All the trials need to lead us to anchor in God.

Job did not know about Jesus or Moses, but in 42:2 he says that he knows = he understood

0.1. Job's story

42:2  "I know that you can do all things, (lk'WT lko) and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
42:5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you
· We need to meet with God “face to face” – not like Job who heard Him out of the storm
· 2 Cor 4:6 For God, who said “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. = encounter with Jesus
· People often start searching for God when they’re in the midst of suffering
· Seeking God cannot be successful without God = thinking about God without God is impossible = God needs to be in control of my thinking (initiator and leader of my thinking)
0.2. God - all in all 

· 1 Cor 15:28  …the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

1. God is free (sovereign)

· We live in a scientific world – everything can and should be explained by the laws and be put into formulas

· We tend to put faith into laws as well – when I do A, B, C, God will do x, y, z = faith becomes a scientific process

· But God does not have to do anything – even if we study the best theology and then expect Him to response to us

· God wants to lead us to understand that He is sovereign and does not allow us to reduce Him into formulas
1.1. in creation, in Salvation

· Rev 4:11  "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created."
· Exodus 33:19  my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. Rom 9:15  "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."
1.2. Humility

· Ps 123:2  Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maidservant to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy upon us.
· God’s sovereignty humbles us – the fact that I exist is God’s will, I may not like being alive

· Rom 9:15 I will have mercy on whom I have mercy…
· God has put us high so that we could be low
= God is full of surprises – He loves giving us good things, we need to allow Him to surprise us with/in His sovereignty

= We cannot plan our lives ahead – humility, dependence

· Yes, He does work all the things for our good – He is good – yet, we need to trust Him to surprise us with things we might not understand immediately…
2. God is hidden

· Heb 11:1  conviction of things not seen.
· 2 Cor 4:18  …we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.
· 2 Cor 5:7  we …walk by faith, not by sight. 
2.1. Beatific vision (Mt 5:8)

· Is 45:15  Truly, you are a God who hides yourself, () O God of Israel, the Savior.
· Romans 11:33-34  h, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  34 "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?"
2.2. Implicit trust

· Job 13:15  Though he slay me, I will hope in him; (lxey:a] ÎAlÐ ¿al{À ynIlej.q.yI !hE) yet I will argue my ways to his face.
Why is God hidden?

Acts 17:26-27 …and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.

Solomon: God put eternity into our hearts

= God put a longing for Him into human hearts, yet he is hidden = because it needs to be evident that to me God is worth searching for

There is this tension – I want to find Him yet He is hidden – but the one who seeks finds = Do I really want to seek with all my heart? Do I really long to find Him? Is God really important to me?
God wants us to have emotions towards Him. “I have to find Him, I desire Him.” Job is this person who seeks with all his heart.
Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

= this is the goal of my life = everyday seeking His presence – if I’m a Christian, I want to meet with Him for guidance, for fullness…
Job’s greatest pain: a hidden God = 1. step to knowing Him
3. God is all in all

· Dt 10:17  For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God
3.1. Holding everything by his word

· Eph 1:23  …of him who fills all in all.
· Heb 1:3  …he upholds the universe by the word of his power
· Ps 139:7  Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?
3.2. Satisfaction, worship

· Ps 73:25  Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.
· This is a psalmist speaking prophetically about the times we’re living in now

· The psalmist is experiencing a longing for God, His person, not the things and blessings He bestows

God – to be the highest desire of my life in Jesus Christ

Job did not know Jesus – we as Christians have much more possibilities in suffering to get closer to God, to identify with Jesus in the Holy Spirit = we can experience a “face to face” heavenly encounter, when He is everything in everything to us
· Ps 63:4[3] Because your love is better than life
4. Conclusion

· Challenge: seek His face (His presence)
· Challenge: be open to His surprises (faith doesn’t mean to scientifically handle God but to let Him handle me)
· Challenge: consider the knowledge of God to be the greatest joy of your life
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