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	6 Radujte sa z toho, aj keď azda teraz máte ešte nakrátko prejsť zármutkom rozličných skúšok, 7 aby vám vaša vyskúšaná viera oveľa cennejšia ako pominuteľné zlato, ktoré sa tiež preskúšava ohňom, bola na chválu, slávu a česť pri zjavení Ježiša Krista.
	1 Peter 1:6-7   now for a little while, as was necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,  7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith- more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

	Jak 1:2 Bratia moji, majte z toho iba radosť, keď prídu na vás rozličné skúšky, 3 veď viete, že ak sa vaša viera osvedčí, vedie to k vytrvalosti.
	James 1:2-3  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.

	Mt 6:13 A neuveď nás do pokušenia, ale zbav nás zlého.
	Mt 6:13 And do not put us to the test, but save us from the Evil One.


0. Intro

· life - a journey home

· Job’s catastrophe: a great theme of the Bible – there are greater themes and minor themes (Jesus in Mt 23:24) = a hierarchy of themes
· Sometimes we spend a lot of time thinking and caring about minor things and we should spend more time thinking about the meaning of life = the goal is the most important
· Job’s test: in Hebrew, temptation means test (in Slovak it suggests tempting to sin)
· The meaning of life and trials:
· 1Pt 1,6-7 – trials cause us grief BUT they relate to the meaning/goal of life
· 1Thess – a Christian is waiting for the Second coming = life is a waiting room
· God is going to evaluate everything at the end of times, my part is to do His will
· James 1:2 – pure joy = this doesn’t mean we long for suffering, we do pray “Lead us not into temptation.”
· Job – lived before Jesus, he wasn’t even part of the Jewish people – he knows God through the natural theology
· First challenge for us: to admit that I’m tempted to ponder on minor themes of life instead of the great one

· What happened to Job: three phases of Job’s catastrophe:

0.1. "the first temptation of JOb"

· 1:1  …Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil
· 1:9  Does Job fear God for no reason? (~N"xi) for nothing?)

· 1:12  And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand."
· 1:22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.
· Job’s characteristics: blameless (not without sin but doing everything according to his best will and knowledge – according to God’s will)

· v. 9 – Satan talks to God and puts in doubt Job’s motives – God “respects” the question because Satan is addressing an important topic: serving God – an advantageous investment? (I give you something and you give me something for it)
· God allows the catastrophes to come upon Job, Job does not sin

· Parallel with Jesus: tempted by Satan by wealth (kingdoms)

= everyone is going to be tested in the area of the relationship with possessions
0.2. "the second temtpation of JOb"

· 2:4  "Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life.”
· 2:10 Shall we accept good from God, and not the trouble?
· Then God allowed sickness into Job’s life
· Parallel with Jesus: make yourself bread and eat (Jesus was hungry – if he had not eaten He would have died)
· Job “did not sin in what he said” (2:10)

0.3. "The third temptation of JOb"

· 2:12-13 When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.
· 3:1  After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.
· 6:3  my words have been rash
· 38:2  "Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?”
· 42:3, 6 Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. … therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.
· His friends theologians arrive and Job’s sins

· They were silent for 7 days but Job knew their opinions (they had been friends): if someone suffers, it’s because of a sin (Jesus in John 9:3! – not a sin but meaning of life = God’s glory)
· For 7 days, Job was wondering what his friends were thinking, then he spoke and cursed the day he was born = he sinned
· Solomon, philosophers – agree that it’s better not to be born
· Today we hear that we’re born for prosperity, the Bible doesn’t prove it
· In chapter 42, Job admits he’s sinned
· Job’s biggest temptation: doubting God / how to explain his suffering = about 30 chapters of the book dedicated to a long discussion about why God allowed this
· Parallel with Jesus: does God really care? (jump down this building and He’ll send the angels)
· Does God know what’s going on with me? – Job does say “I know my Redeemer lives” but he verbalizes many doubts
· At the end, God does not explain to Job why he allowed all this = we do not live to understand but to trust and I’ll understand when Jesus comes
· God created me to test me
1. wealth ( property ( things

· Job 1:10  Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?
1.1. propertyand life (identification with one's possessions)

· Lk 12:15  …be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possession.
· Possession is a dangerous thing
· We tend to find safety in what we own and not in God = our relationship to possessions can become stronger than our relationship with God
· God’s going to test our relationship to our possessions
· Thankfulness for what we possess doesn’t necessarily mean that we’ve passed the test
· Acts 20:35 …It is more blessed to give than to receive.
1.2. Covetousness ( idolatry

· Col 3:5  …covetousness, which is idolatry.
1.3. Giving ( treasures in heaven

· Luke 12:32-34  Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.  34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
· To store a treasure in heaven = to be able to five up our earthly possessions
2. pleasure ( health ( self

· "skin for skin"

2.1. Pleasure and meaning

· Ecc 2:1-2  I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself." But behold, this also was vanity.  2 I said of laughter, "It is mad," and of pleasure, "What use is it?"
· we often think that to live means to enjoy life, sickness and suffering do not belong to a good life
· real meaning: waiting for Jesus’ second coming
2.2. Pleasure - Bondage

· Titus 3:3  slaves to various passions and pleasures
· Pleasure can lead to addictions and bondage

· God wants to test us in this area – does the meaning of my life lie in the quality of my life?
2.3. Living sacrifice

· Heb 10:5 Therefore, as He was coming into the world, He said: You did not want sacrifice and offering, but You prepared a body for Me.
· Am I willing to sacrifice the quality of my life to God
· Rom 12:1
· Am I able to love and thank God when my life is not pleasant?
3. Faith ( truth ( God
· The doubts about God and His caring for me represents a bigger suffering than other problems

· Does God care for me when I suffer?

· Doubts may cause a bigger pain than any other problem = mental, spiritual suffering
· Job’s friend did not have the answers but talked and talked bad theology = “Not many of you should presume to be teachers…” James 3:1
3.1. Faith and success (Heb 11 - 2 parts!)

· 1 Tim 6:5  imagining that godliness is a means of gain,
· The real fight consists of doing everything so that I would overcome my doubts and to come to know the real God
3.2. Faith and truth (to know God means to submit to Him)

· truth ( knowledge ( control

· Rom 1:18  by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
· John 14:6  "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
· John 16:13  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth,
God - all in all

· Who is God to me? Do not underestimate what you think about God!
· 1 Cor 15:28  …the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.
4. Conclusion

· Temptation of a loss is here to give you the real wealth in heaven.

· Temptation of suffering is here to teach you what the real life is.

· Temptation of doubts is here to acquaint you with the real God.
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