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Psalm 96:10-13   Say among the nations: "The LORD reigns. The world is firmly established; it cannot be shaken. He judges the peoples fairly."  11 Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and all that fills it resound.  12 Let the fields and everything in them exult. Then all the trees of the forest will shout for joy  13 before the LORD, for He is coming-- for He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with His faithfulness.
Introduction

	not many people rejoice in God’s justice

if we want to read the Bible with success, we need to agree with it, so the question is:
·	being glad in God's justice?
What is justice?
·	What are we talking about? In Greek, justice and righteousness = one term 
·	justice for the NT Jews = giving alms ("Mt 6:1  Be careful not to practice your righteousness (dikaiosu,nhn) in front of people")
·	the Greeks & the Romans suum cuique (Cicero, Ulpian luris praeccpta sunt haec: honeste vivere, alterum non laedere, suum cuique tribuere. …) = to everyone whom it belongs 
	but who/what is the suum/everyone? Modern era’s answers (justice in the context of human rights):

·	- the cry for justice  revolutions, uprisings, riots… = a just distribution of wealth
·	- human rights movement - abuses of the law
·	- economic/social order - distribution of wealth
·	- justice and the Kingdom of God - eschatological hopes; Social Gospel; Christian Socialism… = interpreting all the teachings of Jesus through focusing on distribution of wealth (we find the issue of social justice e.g. in the Prophets, but it’s not the main focus of their message!)
Under the influence of this new historical study of Christ, and under the pressure of the intense new social interest in contemporary life, the pendulum is now swinging the other way. Men are seizing on Jesus as the exponent of their own  social convictions. They all claim him. 'He was the first  socialist' 'Nay, he was a Tolstoian anarchist.' 'Not at  all; he was an upholder of law and order, a fundamental  opponent of the closed shop.' It is a great tribute to his  power over men and to the many-sidedness of his thought  that all seek shelter in his great shadow. rauschenbusch, w. Christianity and the Social Crisis, London : Macmillan, 1913, p. 46-7
·	"might is right"
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 brunner, e. The Divine Imperative,  p. 448.
Why we do not like the justice/judgment of God?
carnal Expectations/hopes
·	egalitarianism; worldliness; (1 John 2:15  Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world.) = if I love this world and see I’m not getting what it offers I see God as unjust for not giving me the things I desire
	worldly interpretation of justice doesn’t allow us to enjoy God’s justice (we see a world full of injustice – according to our definition of the term)
	the egalitarianistic expectations say: everyone should have the same of everything, BUT we are all different (background, abilitie, nationalities etc) = to give everyone equal is absurd

the sin-principle (Rom 7)
·	inability to obey (Romans 7:21  So I discover this principle: when I want to do good, evil is with me … 24  What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?)
	sin inside me prevents me from enjoying God’s justice
	inner conflict

Rebellion (Is 14)
·	idolatry; egotism; self-worship (Isaiah 14:13-14  "I will ascend to the heavens; I will set up my throne above the stars of God. I will sit on the mount of the gods' assembly, in the remotest parts of the North.  14 I will ascend above the highest clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.")
	Satan’s principle of self-worship is in me and it’s demonstrated in every selfishness
	this principle also prevents me from enjoying God’s justice and Him being worshipped
	it’s me who I want to be admired

ignorance
·	Romans 11:33-36  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His ways!  34 For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counselor?  35 Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
	we often think that we first need to understand justice, study and comprehend it and only then we’ll be able to enjoy it – but it’s a nonsense, God’s wisdom and knowledge go far beyond ours and we are very ignorant
	God’s justice is very different from what we normally (naturally) imagine

Begin with the nature of reality
·	the way to get faith in God's justice and have hunch why it is different from ours
The problem: monism
At school we’re being taught that what is scientifically proved is true. The problem with the science is that it’s monistic. MONOS=one: one part of reality explains all of the reality – God is also just a part of reality (He’s not above reality ruling it). Determinism of science leads to control (a scientist/a person who comprehends is a “god”). 
! inebriation of control and power = one of the biggest problems why we don’t rejoice in the fact that God is above all things
[Haeckel]A broad historical and critical comparison of religious and philosophical systems, as a whole, leads as a main result to the conclusion that every great advance in the direction of profounder knowledge has meant a breaking away from the traditional dualism (or pluralism) and an approach to monism. Ever more clearly are we compelled by reflection to recognise that God is not to be placed over against the material world as an external being, but must be placed as a 'divine power' or 'moving spirit within the cosmos itself. haeckel, e. Monism, p. 15
·	the laws of physics (physicalism)  determinism
[Laplace]Given for one  instant an intelligence which could comprehend all the  forces by which nature is animated and the respective  situation of the beings who compose it an intelligence  sufficiently vast to submit these data to analysis it  would embrace in the same formula the movements of  the greatest bodies of the universe and those of the  lightest atom ; for it, nothing would be uncertain and  the future, as the past, would be present to its eyes. laplace De, p. s. A Philosophical Essay on Probabilities, p. 4.
·	 control
[Gleick]In these days of Einstein's relativity and Heisenberg's uncertainty, Laplace seems almost buffoon-like in his  optimism, but much of modern science has pursued his dream.  Implicitly, the mission of many twentieth-century scientists (biologists, neurologists, economists) has been to break their   universes down into the simplest atoms that will obey scientific rules.  In all these sciences, a kind of Newtonian determinism has been  brought to bear. gleick, j. Chaos, p. 14.
dealing with REality: Dualism

We need to get rid of monism and determinism and ask a question: who is on the other side?
GOD is – the concept of His justice is difficult and we don’t like it very much, but it’s reality

·	freedom  morality  responsibility (do you propose to take the animals to the court - or to abolish the judiciary?)
·	where do values come from? (e.g. truth - goodness - beauty)
Know who GOd is
·	"Let God be God!" - eternity - spirituality - providence…
In reality, all the justice is fully described by who God is. He is different – as I think about justice I must admit this fact: He is divine and is worthy to be fully worshipped and loved with all my heart, mind, soul and strength. If I don’t react to His divinity with a total commitment, I’m saying I don’t believe He is God – even if I say “He is God”, but I don’t live it, I deny it with my being.
= a total commitment = first step to understanding God’s justice

the Problem to understand God's justice
The Attributes of God
·	[divinity]Matthew 22:37-38  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  38 This is the greatest and most important commandment.
·	[spirituality]John 4:24  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
·	[eternity]1 Tim 6:16  the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom none of mankind has seen or can see
	we desire an earthly justice, but God is preparing us for something that makes sense only from the perspective of the eternity!

·	[invisibility]John 1:18  No one has ever seen God.
	it’s not easy to trust in a justice ordained by someone who cannot be seen

·	[holiness]Lev 11:44  be holy because I am holy.  1 Pt 1:16  Be holy, because I am holy.
	one cannot but approach this by faith – approach by faith the fact that this divine justice concerns ME: I need and intuitive realization that God does everything according to His being – this is shown in the Book of Job:

The justice of God and Job's suffering
·	Job 38:4  Where were you when I established the earth?
	God did not explain to Job why happened what happened but He’s asking him: Where were you? This is the attitude I need to internalize: that’s when I’m approaching His revelation of justice. My attitude is: I don’t know – this is when I’m open to His revelation of the good news of His justice (the gospel).

The Justice of God - Holiness & Love connected
·	Psalm 85:10 Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed.

Knowing God through Jesus Christ
·	John 1:18  No one has ever seen God. The One and Only Son - the One who is at the Father's side - He has revealed Him.
·	2 Cor 4:6  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness"-- He has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of God's glory in the face of Jesus Christ
The Gospel
·	standing unjust before the just God (2Cor 4:6)
The Cross of Christ
·	Romans 3:25-26  God presented Him as a propitiation through faith in His blood, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His restraint God passed over the sins previously committed.  26 He presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus.
	The Son died so that we could have the approach to justice
	God let Himself die (in the sense of Trinity) = He took it so seriously that He dealt with injustice and has offered to give us His righteousness
	Trying to understand and looking for justice doesn’t lead anywhere – but seeing the cross of Christ means to see through real eyes, see the reality as it is.

Because if He died for us then we know that everything else He’s doing is just
	This brings us joy, we rejoice in the good news: 2Cor 4:6 = we can’t see everything BUT we can see His face and through Him everything He wants to show us → rejoicing in this gift
	This joy is realized through faith, hope and love:


Experience the Gift of righteousness
Faith
·	Romans 5:1  …we have been declared righteous by faith…
Hope
·	2 Peter 3:13  But based on His promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness (dikaiosu,nh) will dwell.
Love
·	Romans 5:5  …God's love has been poured out in our hearts…

conclusion
·	The justice of God cannot be comprehended without knowing the nature of reality.
·	The justice of God is the attribute of God that is revealed to us through the Cross of Christ.
·	We can look forward to the coming of the full implementation of justice on the Judgment Day if we are righteous in Christ.

