5
The Greatness of Grace (Moc Milosti)



pavel hanes
The Greatness of Grace )
Forgiveness 2
Liptovský Mikuláš, 12. September 2013

Luke 7:37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner." 40 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher." 41 "A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?" 43 Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly." 44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46 "You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little." 48 Then He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven." 49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, "Who is this man who even forgives sins?" 50 And He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."
Introduction

	It’s rather difficult to imagine the situation of the story: Roman seating at the table, status of women

We don’t know when the woman received Jesus’ forgiveness, but she certainly had to overcome a huge amount of tension to do what she did – she didn’t care, she loved Jesus more than she cared about what people thought 
the greatness of grace had been at work in her life – she loved Jesus more than anything
she understood the seriousness of her sins that had she’d been forgiven
if we don’t understand what we’ve been forgiven, we can’t understand grace either
to live as a justified person doesn’t mean I forget about the greatness of sin: 2Peter 1:9
in fact, the more sanctified I become the more pain I experience thinking of what I did to God when I lived as a sinner, AND on the other hand the more joy I feel because I’ve been forgiven
realizing what sin means to God leads to the feeling “this can’t be forgiven”: and this understanding is the starting point for understanding grace
we’re not talking about self-blame which can often mean avoiding the real conviction of sin


·	Let us recall: Forgiveness is not: (1) Pardon, legal mercy, and leniency, (2) Reconciliation, (3) Condoning and excusing, (4) Justification, (5) Self-centering.
·	remember" the reality of sin: conner, k. The Foundations of Christian Doctrine, p. 133. (1) nature, (2) history, (3) logic, (4) conscience, (5) Scriptures
·	Three parts On Forgiveness: (1) The Seriousness of Sin (2) The Greatness of Grace (3) The Fellowship of Freedom

Motivation to forgive
·	in secular narratives we find an opposite scheme (e.g. in films): from an idyll  to some appalling crime/tragedy (plot)  to the revenge/victory of justice
	the common feeling is: “this must be punished, evil must be revenged” AND NOT “this should be forgiven”
	but Christians should look at it and think: even the worse thing needs to be forgiven

·	James 2:13  Mercy triumphs (katakauca/tai e;leoj) over judgment.
·	Nietzche: Christianity is a weakness – he perceives forgiveness as a weakness
·	Culture: incapable to admire gospel because it’s soaking in desire for revenge

! grace is more powerful than revenge

Forgiveness has to have a basis
·	justice - judgment - punishment - offering - gift - confession…
the word "grace" - what it means
"grace" in Hebrew
·	"The use of the word chen (!xe) clarifies the meaning of "grace" in history and actions. It denotes the stronger coming to the help of the weaker who stands in need of help by reason of his circumstances or natural weakness." esser, h.-h. Grace. In: brown, c. (ed.) The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology 2,  Grand Rapids : Zondervan, 1976, p. 116
"grace" in Greek
·	(ca,rij) In secular Greek of all periods it is also a very common word, and in both Biblical and secular Greek it is used with far more meanings than can be represented by any one term in English 
·	Primarily (a) the word seems to denote pleasant external appearance, "gracefulness" "loveliness"…(c) As a mental attribute charis may be translated by "graciousness,  ISBE
"grace" in the systematic Theology
·	"All the benefits of the covenant that Christ acquired and the Holy Spirit applies can be summed up in the word 'grace'." bavinck, h. Reformed Dogmatics III, Grand Rapids : Baker, 2006, p. 573.
The fundamental idea is, that the blessings graciously bestowed are freely given, and not in consideration of any claim or merit. … In the first place grace is (1)  an attribute of God, one of the divine perfections. It is God's free, sovereign, undeserved favour or love to man, in his state of sin and guilt, which manifests itself in the forgiveness of sin and deliverance from its penalty. … In the second place the term "grace" is used as (2)  a designation of the objective provision which God made in Christ for the salvation of man. … the word "grace" is used to designate (3) the favour of God as it is manifested in the application of the work of redemption by the Holy Spirit. It is applied to the pardon which we receive in justification, a pardon freely given by God,  berkhof, l. Systematic Theology, p. 427-8.
·	 Forgiveness: (1) founded on the attribute of God, (2) motivated by the provision of God, (3) empowered by the work of the Holy Spirit – He reveals and applies grace in me and through me

	(1) Grace: God’s attribute / His open heart towards all the people
	God’s always been graceful, even before he created the world: the starting point of our admiration of grace
	Grace is God’s very essence: the foundation of the acts of grace (the cross of Christ and salvation)

the basis: The atonement/the Cross of Christ

(2) It’s necessary to realize that God’s grace shown on the cross of Christ represents a global act and involves everybody because otherwise we could be in danger to make Christianity my subjective experience.

·	The atonement is the work Christ did in his life and death to earn our salvation. grudem, w. Systematic Theology, p. 568
To atone is properly to be, or cause to be, at one. It is so used in common language as well as in theology.  In this sense to atone is to reconcile; and atonement is reconciliation. It, therefore, expresses the effect, and not the nature of  Christ's work. hodge, c. Systematic Theology II, p. 469.
the centre: Death
·	"An evangelical Church has  stood, and stands, not only for the supreme  value of Christ's death, but for its prime value as atonement to a holy God, and as the only  atonement whereby man is just with God." forsyth, p. t. The Cruciality of the Cross, London : Hodder & Stoughton, 1909,  s. 15.

Real forgiveness is not possible without death. Greatness of the cross: John 12:32 “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.”
	everyone is important to Him
	Jesus: the second Adam
	God’s grace is based on Jesus’ death on the cross

sacrifice in Religions
·	:…sacrifice…a primary form of religious ritual…" HANEGRAAFF, W. J. (ed.) Sacrifice in Religious Experience, Leiden : Brill, 2002, p. viii.
SACRIFICE (“to make sacred”), act of offering objects to a divinity, thereby making them holy. There are many theories about the nature of sacrifice, including the theory that sacrifice is the origin and the very foundation of religion. “Essai sur la nature et le fonction du sacrifice” (1899; Sacrifice: Its Nature and Function, 1964), by Henri Hubert and Marcel Mauss, remains the classic study. Britannica Encyclopedia of World Religions, Chicago : Encyclopedia Britannica, 2006, s. 957.
·	"By no means has the practice of sacrifice been confined to slaughter alone. Anything can and has been offered to a deity in propitiation or homage." patton, k. c. Religion of the Gods, Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2009, p. 18
·	Il est bien certain, en effet, que le sacrifice implique toujours une consécration; dans tout sacrifice, un objet passe du domaine commun dans le domaine religieux ; il est consacré. Mais toutes les consécrations ne sont pas de même nature. hubert, h. - mauss, m. Essai sur la nature et la fonction du sacrifice, Québec : Tremblay, 2002, p. 10.

	All the religions know the concept of sacrifice BUT it’s been sneaking out of the “Christian” culture of the West – it’s all about ME
	God’s grace must lead us to the desire to consecrate our own lives as well
	I need to admire and be grateful for God’s grace to such a degree that the change of my attitude will be visible: desire to sacrifice

The Bible
OT sacrifices
·	Cain  Abel
·	Abraham sacrificing Isaac  Kierkegaard Fear and Trembling…
·	the book of Leviticus!
NT - The Cross of Jesus Christ
·	[the New Covenant]Mt 26:28 For this is My blood that establishes the covenant; it is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins
·	[power]John 12:32  As for Me, if I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all people to Myself."
·	[sacrifice]1 John 2:2  He Himself is the propitiation (i`lasmo,j) for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world.
·	[sacrifice]2 Cor 5:21  He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
·	[sacrifice]1 Peter 2:24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree,
·	[importance]1 Cor 15:3  For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
the effect: Propitiation/reconciliation
·	[]1 Cor 15:22  For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
·	[]Rom 5:10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life!
·	Rom 4:25 - 5:1  He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

The works/effects of Grace
·	[victory]Mt 12:28-29   If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.  29 How can someone enter a strong man's house and steal his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.
·	[life-centre]Mt 13:44  "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure, buried in a field, that a man found and reburied. Then in his joy he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field.
·	[life-centre]Mt 13:46  …he found one priceless pearl, he went and sold everything he had, and bought it.
Theological - toward God
·	[identification]Gal 2:19-20   have been crucified with Christ;  20 and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
	God’s grace has had a real effect on my life visible in everyday life
	I’m no more drawn to the old life full of rot and decay


·	[adoption]Gal 3:26  you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
·	[worship]Gal 4:6  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba, Father!"
Social - toward people
·	[separation]Gal 6:14  But as for me, I will never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
·	[conduct]1 Peter 2:12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do evil, they may, by observing your good works, glorify God in a day of visitation.
·	[preaching]Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God's power for salvation to everyone who believes,
Spiritual/psychological - inward
·	[peace]Rom 5:1  being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
	We call Him “Abba”


·	[commitment]2 Cor 5:14  For Christ's love compels us, since we have reached this conclusion: if One died for all, then all died.
·	[sanctification]Rom 6:2-3  How can we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
·	[power]2 Pt 1:4  He has given us very great and precious promises, so that through them you may share in the divine nature, escaping the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires.
conclusion
·	Forgiveness to be genuine, reliable and permanent must have a solid foundation (the cross, NOT negotiation, neglect of the evil action)
·	The only valid foundation for forgiveness is the Atonement through the Cross.
·	The power of God's grace in Jesus Christ makes my spirit free to experience forgiveness and to grant forgiveness to others.

