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ds,x' yn"doa]-^l.W 
Whfe[]m;K. vyail. ~Lev;t. hT'a;-yKi 

Ps 62:11-12  Once God has spoken; twice have I heard 

this: that power belongs to God,  
12

 and that to you, O 

Lord, belongs steadfast love. 

hM'zIm. ^M.mi rcEB'yI-al{w> lk'WT lko-yKi yTi[.d:y" Job 42:2  "I know that you can do all things, and that 

no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 

o[ti ouvk avdunath,sei para. tou/ qeou/ pa/n r`h/maÅ Luke 1:36-37  this is the sixth month with her who 

was called barren.  
37

 For nothing will be impossible 

with God." 

Mt 19:25-26 avkou,santej de. oi` maqhtai. evxeplh,ssonto 
sfo,dra le,gontej\ ti,j a;ra du,natai swqh/naiÈ 26  
evmble,yaj de. ò VIhsou/j ei=pen auvtoi/j\ para. avnqrw,poij 
tou/to avdu,nato,n evstin( para. de. qew/| pa,nta dunata,Å 

Mt 19:25-26   When the disciples heard this, they were 

greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?"  
26

 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
ouv pau,omai euvcaristw/n ùpe.r ùmw/n mnei,an poiou,menoj 
evpi. tw/n proseucw/n mou( 17  i[na ò qeo.j tou/ kuri,ou 
h`mw/n VIhsou/ Cristou/( o ̀path.r th/j do,xhj( dw,h| ùmi/n 
pneu/ma sofi,aj kai. avpokalu,yewj evn evpignw,sei auvtou/( 
18  pefwtisme,nouj tou.j ovfqalmou.j th/j kardi,aj Îùmw/nÐ 
eivj to. eivde,nai ùma/j ti,j evstin h` evlpi.j th/j klh,sewj 
auvtou/( ti,j o` plou/toj th/j do,xhj th/j klhronomi,aj auvtou/ 
evn toi/j a`gi,oij( 19  kai. ti, to. ùperba,llon me,geqoj th/j 
duna,mewj auvtou/ eivj h`ma/j tou.j pisteu,ontaj kata. th.n 
evne,rgeian tou/ kra,touj th/j ivscu,oj auvtou/Å 20  }Hn 
evnh,rghsen evn tw/| Cristw/| evgei,raj auvto.n evk nekrw/n 
kai. kaqi,saj evn dexia/| auvtou/ evn toi/j evpourani,oij 21  
ùpera,nw pa,shj avrch/j kai. evxousi,aj kai. duna,mewj kai. 
kurio,thtoj kai. panto.j ovno,matoj ovnomazome,nou( ouv 
mo,non evn tw/| aivw/ni tou,tw| avlla. kai. evn tw/| me,llonti\ 22  
kai. pa,nta ùpe,taxen ùpo. tou.j po,daj auvtou/ kai. auvto.n 
e;dwken kefalh.n ùpe.r pa,nta th/| evkklhsi,a|( 23  h[tij 
evsti.n to. sw/ma auvtou/( to. plh,rwma tou/ ta. pa,nta evn 
pa/sin plhroume,nouÅ 

Eph 1:16-23  I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers,  
17

 that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 

spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

him,  
18

 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 

you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints,  
19

 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 

his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might 
20

 that he worked in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly places,  
21

 far above all rule 

and authority and power and dominion, and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also 

in the one to come.  
22

 And he put all things under his 

feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  
23

 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 

all. 

Rev 19:6 Kai. h;kousa w`j fwnh.n o;clou pollou/ kai. w`j 
fwnh.n ùda,twn pollw/n kai. w`j fwnh.n brontw/n 
ivscurw/n lego,ntwn\ a`llhloui?a,( o[ti evbasi,leusen ku,rioj 
o ̀qeo.j ò pantokra,twrÅ 

Rev 19:6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great 

multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 

voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the 

Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
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4. TO REMEMBER 

0. INTRODUCTION 

0.1. “OMNI” ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 

 (1) omnipotence, (2) omniscience, (3) omnipresence 

[CHAMBERS] We get into difficulties over God becoming Incarnate when we bring in our own conceptions. 

For instance, we say that the essential nature of God is omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience; the 

New Testament reveals that the essential nature of God is holiness, and that He became the weakest thing in 

His own creation, viz., a Baby.
1
 

0.2. “THE REVISED IDEA OF GOD”  

0.2.1. OUR “INABILITY” TO THINK ABOUT THE REAL GOD 

 Strawman Fallac: Substituting a person’s actual position or argument with a distorted, exaggerated, 

or misrepresented version of the position of the argument. 

 Charles HARTSHORNE
2
 Omnipotence and Other Theological Mistakes, Albany : State Univ. NY, 

1984: 
(1) First Mistake: God Is Absolutely Perfect and Therefore Unchangeable. (2) Second Mistake: 

Omnipotence. (3) Third Mistake: Omniscience. (4) Fourth Mistake: God's Unsympathetic Goodness. (5) Fifth 

Mistake: Immortality as a Career after Death. (6) Sixth Mistake: Revelation as Infallible. 

[PERRAULT Le chat botte] ‘I have been told,’ said the cat, ‘that you have the gift of turning yourself into all 

kinds of animals, for instance, that you could change into a lion or an elephant.’ ‘That’s quite true,’ replied 

the Ogre roughly, ‘and to prove it, watch me turn into a lion.’ The cat was so scared to see a lion standing 

before him that immediately he sprang up on the roof, which was quite difficult and dangerous because of his 

boots, which were no good for climbing over tiles. Some time later, seeing that the Ogre had gone back to his 

original shape, the cat came down, admitting that he had been really frightened. ‘I have also been told,’ he 

said, ‘but I can scarcely believe it, that you also have the power of taking the shape of tiny little animals, for 

instance of turning into a rat or a mouse, but I must confess that I think it quite impossible.’ ‘Impossible?’ 

retorted the Ogre; ‘just wait and see’; and in a moment he changed himself into a mouse, which began to 

runabout the floor. No sooner had the cat seen it than he jumped on it and ate it up. 

0.2.2. GREAT INVENTIVENESS IN THINKING ABOUT THE WORLD 

 physics – Einstein; Bohr; Heisenberg; Hawking 

 “miracles” of time-travel; “miracles” of getting something out of nothing (the law of 

conservation of mass?);  “miracles” of the dark matter, dark energy; “miracles” of parallel 

universes 

 mathematics – set theory 

  great imaginations; paradoxes; contradictions 

Though it has at various times been triumphed, mocked, misinterpreted, and ignored, the concept of higher 

dimensions beyond space and time has become a central feature of modern theoretical discussion. If it is true, 

it would mean that the world we perceive is only a fraction of a greater invisible reality. Length, width, 

breadth, and duration would be supplemented by unseen directions, outside the range of our senses.
3
 

 evolution → nature as omnipotent; infallible; animals self-creating 

 sci-fi literature – “I have yet to see any problem, however complicated, which when you looked at 

it in the right way, did not become still more complicated.” (Poul ANDERSON – Internet) 

                                                      
1
 CHAMBERS, O. The Psychology of Redemption. In Complete Works, Grand Rapids : Discovery House, 2000, 

p. 1101. 
2
 pronounced “Harts-horne” 

3
 HALPERN, P. The Great Beyond, Hoboken : John Wiley, 2004, p. 1 
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0.3. PROBLEMS WITH THE IDEA OF OMNIPOTENCE 

 [AQUINAS] I q. 25 a. 3 arg. 2 “Praeterea, peccare aliquid agere est. Sed Deus non potest peccare, 

neque seipsum negare, ut dicitur 2Tim. 2:13 (if we are faithless, he remains faithful- for he 

cannot deny himself.). Ergo Deus non est omnipotens.”  To sin is to fall short of a perfect action  

hence the power to sin is the power to fall short in action, which is repugnant to omnipotence. 

Therefore it is that God cannot sin, because of His Omnipotence.” 

 [BAVINCK] God “cannot lie, he cannot repent, he cannot change, he cannot be tempted (Nu 

23:19; 1Sa 15:29; Heb 6:18; James 1:13, 17), and he cannot deny himself (2Tim 2:13)”. 

[SWINBURNE] A logically impossible action is not an action. It is what is described by a form of words which 

purport to describe an action, but do not describe anything which it is coherent to suppose could be done. It is 

no objection to ^4's omnipotence that he cannot make a square circle. This is because 'making a square circle' 

does not describe anything which it is coherent to suppose could be done.
4
 

0.4. THE UNITY OF GOD’S ATTRIBUTES 

[FENELON] Je conçois clairement, par toutes les réflexions que j'ai déjà faites, que le premier être est 

souverainement un et simple; d'où il faut conclure que toutes ses perfections n'en font qu'une, et que si je  les 

multiplie, c'est par la foiblesse de mon esprit, qui, ne pouvant  d'une seule vue embrasser le tout qui est infini 

et parfaitement un, le multiplie pour se soulager, et le divise en autant de parties qu'il a de rapports à diverses 

choses hors de lui.
5
 

 omnipotence cannot be understood, only in unity with the other attributes of God 

 (1) necessary being, (2) immutable, (3) wise,  

0.5. GOD’S OMNIPOTENCE IN THE BIBLE 

0.5.1. THE WORDS 

 pantokra,twr 191x (tAab'c. hw"hy>) → the LORD of hosts (ESV); the LORD God Almighty (NIV);  

 despo,thj  (lord, master, owner – !Ada') → Sovereign Lord (ESV); Jos 5:14 He said, "No; rather I 

indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, 

and bowed down, and said to him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?" 

 !Ayl.[, lae – God Most High (ESV); Ps 47:2  For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great 

king over all the earth. 

 yD:v; lae – (“všemohúci“ Roh 59x, SEP 56x) God Almighty (ESV) Gn 17:1  When Abram was 

ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk 

before me, and be blameless, 

0.5.2. EXAMPLES 

 Gn 18:14 Is anything too difficult for the LORD? (rb"D" hw"hy>me aleP'yIh]) 
 Is 45:7 I form light and create darkness (%v,xo arEAbW rAa rcEAy), I make well-being and create 

calamity ([r" arEAbW ~Alv' hf,[o), I am the LORD, who does all these things. 

 Is 43:13 Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who 

can turn it back?" (hN"b<yviy> ymiW l[;p.a, lyCim; ydIY"mi !yaew> aWh ynIa] ~AYmi-~G:) 

1. THE FORMS OF THE POWER OF GOD 

1.1. THE POWER OF GOD’S BEING 

 (we have discussed it under the title “The Life of God”) 

 the power of His life → aseitas; glory; YHWH 

 Ex 33:20  man shall not see me and live. (yx'w" ~d"a'h' ynIa:r>yI-al{) 

                                                      
4
 SWINBURNE, R. The Coherence of Theism, Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1993, p. 153-4. 

5
 FENELON, Oeuvres de Fenelon I, Paris : Louis Vives, 1854, p. 138-9. 
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1.2. THE POWER OF GOD’S WILL 

 Rev 4:11   "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 

created all things, and by your will they existed and were created (o[ti su. e;ktisaj ta. pa,nta kai. 
dia. to. qe,lhma, sou h=san kai. evkti,sqhsan). 

 the power to CREATE: Gn 1:1 – “If it creates of nothing, it is then omnipotent”
6
 

 the power to SUSTAIN the creation: Heb 1:3  he upholds the universe by the word of his power 

 the power to RAISE THE DEAD (Eph 1:19 the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 

who believe, according to the working of his great might kata. th.n evne,rgeian tou/ kra,touj th/j ivscu,oj 
auvtou/) 

2. THE EXECUTION OF THE POWER OF GOD 

2.1. DIRECT  

 the Word → Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24,  (26 → “let us make”) 

 the Spirit of God →  

2.2. DELEGATED (→ FAITH) 

 Ex 3:14   God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I 

AM has sent me to you.'"  

 Ex 4:16  He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as 

God to him. (~yhil{ale AL-hy<h.Ti hT'a;w> hp,l. ^L.-hy<h.yI aWh) 

 avpo,stoloj  (apostle) – Rom 1:1  an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

 cristo,j (anointed) – Acts 4:26  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered 

together, against the Lord and against his Anointed' 

2.3. INDIRECT 

 1Chr 21:1  Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 

 2Sa 24:1  Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against 

them, saying, "Go, number Israel and Judah." 

 the Cross → Satan’s defeat 

3. GOD’S POWER FOR FAITH 

 Ps 62:11 [SPURGEON] “Twice have I heard this.” Our meditative soul should hear the echo of 

God’s voice again and again. What he speaks once in revelation, we should be always hearing. 

Creation and providence are evermore echoing the voice of God”
7
 

[TOZER] Omnipotence is not a name given to the sum of all power, but an attribute of a personal God we 

Christians believe to be the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and of all who believe on Him to life eternal. The 

worshipping man finds this knowledge a source of wonderful strength for his inner life. His faith rises to take 

the great leap upward into the fellowship of Him who can do whatever He wills to do, for whom nothing is 

hard or difficult because He possesses power absolute. 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 Allow the omnipotence of God to be beyond your understanding. (“Let God be God!”) 

 Be sure to use the power, God delegated to you, faithfully. 

 Make the power of God your source of faith and confidence. 

                                                      
6
 CHARNOCK, C. The Existence and Attributes of God, London : Henry G. Bohn, 1899, p. 19. 

7
 SPURGEON, C. H. The Treasury of David III, London : Marshall Brothers, ND, p. 52. 


