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~Wj pa,nta h`mi/n th/j qei,aj duna,mewj auvtou/ ta. pro.j zwh.n 
kai. euvse,beian dedwrhme,nhj dia. th/j evpignw,sewj tou/ 
kale,santoj h`ma/j ivdi,a| do,xh| kai. avreth/|( 4  diV w-n ta. ti,mia 
kai. me,gista h`mi/n evpagge,lmata dedw,rhtai( i[na dia. tou,twn 
ge,nhsqe qei,aj koinwnoi. fu,sewj avpofugo,ntej th/j evn tw/| 
ko,smw| evn evpiqumi,a| fqora/jÅ 

2 Peter 1:3-4  His divine power has granted to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence,  4 by which he has granted to us his 
precious and very great promises, so that through them 
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire. 

Gal 5:17 h` ga.r sa.rx evpiqumei/ kata. tou/ pneu,matoj( to. de. 
pneu/ma kata. th/j sarko,j( tau/ta ga.r avllh,loij avnti,keitai( 
i[na mh. a] eva.n qe,lhte tau/ta poih/teÅ 

Gal 5:17  For the desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do. 

VEpefa,nh ga.r h` ca,rij tou/ qeou/ swth,rioj pa/sin 
avnqrw,poij 12  paideu,ousa h`ma/j( i[na avrnhsa,menoi th.n 
avse,beian kai. ta.j kosmika.j evpiqumi,aj swfro,nwj kai. 

dikai,wj kai. euvsebw/j zh,swmen evn tw/| nu/n aivw/ni( 13  
prosdeco,menoi th.n makari,an evlpi,da kai. evpifa,neian th/j 
do,xhj tou/ mega,lou qeou/ kai. swth/roj h`mw/n VIhsou/ 
Cristou/( 14  o]j e;dwken eàuto.n ùpe.r h`mw/n( i[na 
lutrw,shtai h`ma/j avpo. pa,shj avnomi,aj kai. kaqari,sh| èautw/| 
lao.n periou,sion( zhlwth.n kalw/n e;rgwnÅ 
 

Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation for all people,  12 training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age,  13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  14 
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 
OUTLINE 

  

0. INTRODUCTION 

0.1. ABBOTT-SMITH 
0.2. USAGE 

1. SERIOUSNESS 

1.1. SATANIC ORIGINS 
1.2. REBELLION 
1.3. CORRUPTION 

2. ANALYSIS 

2.1. TYPES OR “LEVELS” 
2.2. PROCESS 

3. CONSEQUENCES 

3.1. DULLNESS OF MIND 
3.2. FRUITLESS (CHRISTIAN?) LIFE 

4. CHRISTIAN DEALING WITH LUST 

4.1. THE CROSS OF CHRIST (SPIRITUAL) 
4.2. AVOID (RATIONAL) 
4.3. DENY (DISCIPLINE) 

5. TO REMEMBER 

 



0. INTRODUCTION 

 Past topics: (1) Scripture; (2) Law; (3) Gospel; (4) Sin; (5) Repentance; (6) Faith; (7) Hope; 
(8) Love; (9) Kingdom of God; (10) Church; (11) Covenant; (12) “The LORD” [Yahweh]; (13) Hell; 
(14) Redemption; (15) the World; (16) Judgment; (17) Offence; (18) Wisdom; (19) Lust/Desire 
[→ holiness → joy → shalom → forgiveness?]  

 the problem of lusting → advertising; imagination; addiction… 

0.1. ABBOTT-SMITH 

 

0.2. USAGE 

 the word has to be interpreted in its immediate context! (the dangers of etymology) 

 (1) normal → 1 Thessalonians 2:17  But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short 
time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire (to. pro,swpon ùmw/n 
ivdei/n evn pollh/| evpiqumi,a) to see you face to face 

 (2) good → (Gal 5:17); Luke 22:14-15  And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the 

apostles with him.  15 And he said to them, "I have earnestly desired (evpiqumi,a| evpequ,mhsa tou/to to. pa,sca 
fagei/n meqV ùmw/n) to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
 Philippians 1:23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart (th.n evpiqumi,an e;cwn) 

and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
 (3) evil → Romans 1:24-25  Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts (evpiqumi,aij tw/n 

kardiw/n auvtw/n) to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,  25 because they 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen 

 1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul (VAgaphtoi,( parakalw/ w`j paroi,kouj kai. parepidh,mouj avpe,cesqai tw/n 
sarkikw/n evpiqumiw/n ai[tinej strateu,ontai kata. th/j yuch/j) 

1. SERIOUSNESS 

1.1. SATANIC ORIGINS 

 John 8:44  You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires (ta.j evpiqumi,aj 
tou/ patro.j ùmw/n qe,lete poiei/n). He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies. 

1.2. REBELLION 

 → death 

 Romans 7:7-8  What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for 
the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet (evpiqumi,an ouvk h;|dein) 
if the law had not said, "You shall not covet."  8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the 



commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness (kateirga,sato evn evmoi. pa/san evpiqumi,an). Apart 
from the law, sin lies dead. 

1.3. CORRUPTION 

 → the wrath of God 

 the essence of worldly life: Ephesians 2:1-3  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  2 in 
which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience - 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh (evn tai/j evpiqumi,aij th/j sarko.j), carrying out the desires (qelh,mata) of the body and 
the mind (th/j sarko.j kai. tw/n dianoiw/n), and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 Titus 3:3  For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 

and pleasures (douleu,ontej evpiqumi,aij kai. h`donai/j poiki,laij(), passing our days in malice and envy, hated 
by others and hating one another  

 2 Peter 2:9-10 …the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment until the day of judgment,  10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of 
defiling passion (tou.j ovpi,sw sarko.j evn evpiqumi,a| miasmou/ poreuome,nouj) and despise authority. Bold and 
willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, [miasmo,j,̀ (miai,nw), the act of defiling, 
defilement, pollution] 

 → 2Pt 1:4 

2. ANALYSIS 

2.1. TYPES OR “LEVELS” 

 1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world (1) the desires of the flesh (h̀ evpiqumi,a th/j 
sarko.j) and (2) the desires of the eyes (h` evpiqumi,a tw/n ovfqalmw/n) and (3) pride in possessions (h̀ 
avlazonei,a tou/ bi,ou) - is not from the Father but is from the world.  17 And the world is passing away 
along with its desires (ò ko,smoj para,getai kai. h` evpiqumi,a auvtou), but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. 

 → Eden: Genesis 3:6 So when the woman (1) saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
(2) delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be (3) desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

 → Christ in the wilderness: Matthew 4:1-11  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted by the devil.  2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3 And 

the tempter came and said to him,  (1) "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread."  4 But he answered, "It is written, "' Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on 

the pinnacle of the temple  6 and said to him, (2) "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, 
for it is written, "' He will command his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear 
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'"  7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  9 And he said to him, (3) "All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me."  10 Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, "' You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'"  11 Then the devil left 
him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him 

2.2. PROCESS 

 James 1:13-15  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.  14 But each person is tempted when he is lured 
and enticed by his own desire (e[kastoj de. peira,zetai ùpo. th/j ivdi,aj evpiqumi,aj evxelko,menoj kai. deleazo,menoj).  
15 Then desire when it has conceived (evpiqumi,a sullabou/sa) gives birth to sin (ti,ktei àmarti,an), and sin 
when it is fully grown brings forth death (h̀ de. a`marti,a avpotelesqei/sa avpoku,ei qa,naton) 



3. CONSEQUENCES 

 → Achan in Jericho! Joshua 7:20-21  And Achan answered Joshua, "Truly I have sinned against the 
LORD God of Israel, and this is what I did:  21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from 
Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them (~dEm.x.a,w") 

and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath. 

3.1. DULLNESS OF MIND 

 2 Timothy 3:6-7  For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, 
burdened with sins and led astray by various passions (avgo,mena evpiqumi,aij poiki,laij),  7 always 
learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 

3.2. FRUITLESS (CHRISTIAN?) LIFE 

 Matthew 13:22  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful (o ̀de. eivj ta.j 
avka,nqaj sparei,j( ou-to,j evstin o ̀to.n lo,gon avkou,wn( kai. h` me,rimna tou/ aivw/noj kai. h` avpa,th tou/ plou,tou sumpni,gei 
to.n lo,gon kai. a;karpoj gi,netai) 

 1 Timothy 6:9  But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare (eivj peirasmo.n kai. 
pagi,da), into many senseless and harmful desires (evpiqumi,aj polla.j avnoh,touj kai. blabera,j() that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction [blabero,j, (bla,ptw), hurtful, injurious]  

4. CHRISTIAN DEALING WITH LUST 

4.1. THE CROSS OF CHRIST (SPIRITUAL) 

 Galatians 5:24  And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires (oì de. tou/ Cristou/ ÎVIhsou/Ð th.n sa,rka evstau,rwsan su.n toi/j paqh,masin kai. tai/j evpiqumi,aij) 

 Colossians 3:5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire (evpiqumi,an kakh,n), and covetousness, which is idolatry 

4.2. AVOID (RATIONAL) 

 2 Timothy 2:22  So flee youthful passions (ta.j de. newterika.j evpiqumi,aj feu/ge) and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart  

 Romans 13:14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires (kai. th/j sarko.j pro,noian mh. poiei/sqe eivj evpiqumi,aj) 

4.3. DENY (DISCIPLINE) 

 Ephesians 4:22  put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 
through deceitful desires (avpoqe,sqai ùma/j kata. th.n prote,ran avnastrofh.n to.n palaio.n a;nqrwpon to.n 

fqeiro,menon kata. ta.j evpiqumi,aj th/j avpa,thj) 
 Disobey!: Romans 6:12  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions (Mh. ou=n basileue,tw h` a`marti,a evn tw/| qnhtw/| ùmw/n sw,mati eivj to. ùpakou,ein tai/j evpiqumi,aij auvtou/) 
 Titus 2:12 …renounce ungodliness and worldly passions (i[na avrnhsa,menoi th.n avse,beian kai. ta.j kosmika.j 

evpiqumi,aj) 

5. TO REMEMBER 

 Worldliness and rebellion against God is epitomized in the lusts and passions of the flesh and mind. 
 Worldly desires and passions can effectively make your Christian life unfruitful. 
 The only way to overcome lusts is to apply the power of the Cross of Christ in love. 


