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Ouvai. tw/| ko,smw| avpo. tw/n skanda,lwn\ avna,gkh ga.r 
evlqei/n ta. ska,ndala( plh.n ouvai. tw/| avnqrw,pw| diV ou- to. 
ska,ndalon e;rcetai 

Matthew 18:7 "Woe to the world for temptations to 
sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but 
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 7 
Beda svetu pre pohoršenie. Pohoršenia sice musia prisť, ale beda 

človeku, skrze ktoreho pohoršenie prichadza. 
Kai. tou/to proseu,comai( i[na h` avga,ph ùmw/n e;ti ma/llon 
kai. ma/llon perisseu,h| evn evpignw,sei kai. pa,sh| aivsqh,sei 
10  eivj to. dokima,zein ùma/j ta. diafe,ronta( i[na h=te 
eivlikrinei/j kai. avpro,skopoi eivj h`me,ran Cristou/ 

Phil 1:9 And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ 
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0. INTRODUCTION 

 Past topics: (1) Scripture; (2) Law; (3) Gospel; (4) Sin; (5) Repentance; (6) Faith; (7) Hope; 
(8) Love; (9) Kingdom of God; (10) Church; (11) Covenant; (12) “The LORD” [Yahweh]; 
(13) Hell; (14) Redemption; (15) the World; (16) Judgment; (17) Offence [→  wisdom; 

→ lust/desire]  

0.1. USAGE 

 “škandál! → verejný neprístojný, nemiestny výstup: vyvolať škandál, pohoršenie: spôsobiť 
pohoršenie, pobúrenie, výtržnosť (porušenie verejného poriadku): pouličná výtržnosť, 
hanba: To je hanba!… 

 [Oxford Dictionary] “Offence; Offense” 5.a The act or fact of offending, wounding the feelings 



of, or displeasing another; usually viewed as it affects the person offended; hence, b.5.b 
Offended or wounded feeling; displeasure, annoyance, or resentment caused (voluntarily or 
involuntarily) to a person. c.5.c Phrases: to give offence to, to offend, displease; to take 
offence, to be offended, to feel resentment, to take umbrage; without offence, without giving, 
or taking offence. Colloq. phr. no offence: do not take offence; no offence is meant or taken. 
…A breach of law, duty, propriety, or etiquette; a transgression, sin, wrong, misdemeanor, or 
misdeed; a fault. Phr. to commit an offence. 

 A stumbling-block; a cause of spiritual or moral stumbling; an occasion of unbelief, doubt, or 
apostasy 

0.2. THE GREEK WORD 

 [PASSOW]  

     
 [ABBOTT-SMITH]  

 
 Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the 

teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel (balei/n 
ska,ndalon evnw,pion tw/n ui`w/n VIsrah.l), so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice 
sexual immorality 

 Mt 16:23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me 
(ska,ndalon ei= evmou/). For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man. 

 Judith 5:1 Vrchnému veliteľovi asýrskeho vojska Holofernesovi oznámili, že Izraeliti sa pripravujú na boj, 

že uzavreli horské prechody, múrmi obohnali všetky temená vysokých vrchov a že na rovinách porobili 

zátarasy (e;qhkan evn toi/j pedi,oij ska,ndala) 

 

0.3. HEBREW 

 Leviticus 19:14  You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block (lvok.mi) before the 

blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the LORD 

1. OFFENCE IS SIN 

1.1. CAUSING OFFENCE 

 Mt 13:41  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin (pa,nta ta. ska,ndala) and all law-breakers. 

1.2. TAKING OFFENCE 

 Lk 17:1 And he said to his disciples, "Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one 
through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his 

neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin 



(Ei=pen de. pro.j tou.j maqhta.j auvtou/\ avne,ndekto,n evstin tou/ ta. ska,ndala mh. evlqei/n( plh.n ouvai. diV ou- e;rcetai\ 
2lusitelei/ auvtw/| eiv li,qoj muliko.j peri,keitai peri. to.n tra,chlon auvtou/ kai. e;rriptai eivj th.n qa,lassan h' i[na 
skandali,sh| tw/n mikrw/n tou,twn e[na) 

2. CAUSES OF OFFENCES 

2.1. OFFENCE BY SIN 

 Mt 5:29 If your right eye causes you to sin (skandali,zei se), tear it out and throw it away. For it 
is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 
And if your right hand causes you to sin (skandali,zei se), cut it off and throw it away. For it is 
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 

 Mt 13:20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away 
(euvqu.j skandali,zetai). 

 1John 2:10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for 
stumbling (o ̀avgapw/n to.n avdelfo.n auvtou/ evn tw/| fwti. me,nei kai. ska,ndalon evn auvtw/| ouvk e;stin) 

2.2. OFFENCE BY CHRIST 

 Luke 7:22 And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended 
by me. (maka,rio,j evstin o]j eva.n mh. skandalisqh/| evn evmoi) 

 Mr 14:27 And Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away, for it is written, 'I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered (kai. le,gei auvtoi/j ò VIhsou/j o[ti pa,ntej skandalisqh,sesqe( 

o[ti ge,graptai\ pata,xw to.n poime,na( kai. ta. pro,bata diaskorpisqh,sontai). 

2.3. OFFENCE BY THE GOSPEL 

 Hebrews 9:22 And apart from shedding of blood there is no remission.  
 1Cor 1:23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles (h̀mei/j 

de. khru,ssomen Cristo.n evstaurwme,non( VIoudai,oij me.n ska,ndalon( e;qnesin de. mwri,an) 
 Galatians 5:11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In 

that case the offense of the cross has been removed (a;ra kath,rghtai to. ska,ndalon tou/ staurou/) 

[CHAMBERS God's Workmanship] “Blood” was, and is, the offence. “You Christians wallow in blood,” it is 
objected, “could no other word be used?” There is something so offensive in the word “blood.” “And 
why talk so much about sin? Sin is but a defect, slowly being outgrown in the evolution of man.” 

2.4. OFFENCE BY RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 Romans 9:33 as it is written, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame (ivdou. ti,qhmi evn Siw.n li,qon 

prosko,mmatoj kai. pe,tran skanda,lou( kai. o ̀pisteu,wn evpV auvtw/| ouv kataiscunqh,setai). 

 1Pt 2:7-8  "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,"  8 and "A 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because they disobey the word, as 
they were destined to do. (1Pt 2:7-8  avpistou/sin de. li,qoj o]n avpedoki,masan oì oivkodomou/ntej( ou-toj 
evgenh,qh eivj kefalh.n gwni,aj  8  kai. li,qoj prosko,mmatoj kai. pe,tra skanda,lou\ oi] prosko,ptousin tw/| lo,gw| 

avpeiqou/ntej eivj o] kai. evte,qhsan) 

 Romans 9:31-32 Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed 
in reaching that law. Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on 
works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone (prose,koyan tw/| li,qw| tou/ prosko,mmatoj) 

 Mt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his 
brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where 
then did this man get all these things?" 57 And they took offense at him (evskandali,zonto evn auvtw/|). 
But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his 



own household. 

2.5. OFFENCE BY CHRISTIAN FREEDOM 

 Mt 15:10-12 "Hear and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 
but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person." 12 Then the disciples came and said to 
him, "Do you know that the Pharisees were offended (oì Farisai/oi avkou,santej to.n lo,gon 
evskandali,sqhsanÈ) when they heard this saying?" 

3. DEALING WITH OFFENCES 

[CHAMBERS] There is a difference between “offence” and “stumbling.” “And they were offended in Him 
(evskandali,zonto evn auvtw/|). But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own 
country . . .” (Matthew 13:57). “But Jesus knowing in Himself that His disciples murmured at this, said 
unto them, Doth this cause you to stumble?” (John 6:61  tou/to u`ma/j skandali,zeiÈ see also Matthew 
5:29; 11:6; 13:41; 16:23; 17:27; 18:6-7). Offence means going contrary to someone’s private opinion, 
and it is sometimes our moral duty to give offence. Did Jesus Christ know that He was offending the 
private opinion of the Pharisees when He allowed His disciples to pluck the ears of corn and eat them 
on the Sabbath day? Did He know that He was offending them when He healed the sick on the Sabbath 
day? Certainly He did; and yet our Lord never put an occasion of stumbling in anyone’s way. The 
passage which alludes to Him as “a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence has another reference. 
(Biblical Psychology) 

3.1. CONSIDERATENESS 

 Romans 14:13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather 

decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother (to. mh. tiqe,nai 
pro,skomma tw/| avdelfw/| h' ska,ndalon) 

 Romans 14:21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your 
brother to stumble (kalo.n to. mh. fagei/n kre,a mhde. piei/n oi=non mhde. evn w-| ò avdelfo,j sou prosko,ptei) 

 2Cor 6:3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry 
(Mhdemi,an evn mhdeni. dido,ntej proskoph,n( i[na mh. mwmhqh/| h` diakoni,a) 

 1 Cor 8:8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no 

better off if we do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak (brw/ma de. h`ma/j ouv parasth,sei tw/| qew/|\ ou;te eva.n mh. fa,gwmen ùsterou,meqa( 
ou;te eva.n fa,gwmen perisseu,omenÅ 9  ble,pete de. mh, pwj h` evxousi,a ùmw/n au[th pro,skomma ge,nhtai toi/j 

avsqene,sin) 

3.2. DEFENDING CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 

 → taking offence as a means of BLACKMAILING… 

 Gal 2:4-5  Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in- who slipped in to spy out our 
freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery-  5 to them we 
did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be 
preserved for you. 

 Galatians 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another (ùmei/j ga.r evpV evleuqeri,a| 
evklh,qhte( avdelfoi,\ mo,non mh. th.n evleuqeri,an eivj avformh.n th/| sarki,( avlla. dia. th/j avga,phj douleu,ete 
avllh,loij) 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 To take offence always means TO SIN  NEVER TAKE OFFENCE at other people’s sins.  

 We should avoid causing offence by sin and by Christian adiaphora (freedom in non 
essentials) 

 We are not responsible for offences caused by righteousness or by essential Christian liberty. 
Never let yourself be blackmailed by the so called “weak Christian brother” who tries to 
control your faith. 


