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John 3:16-17 ou[twj ga.r hvga,phsen ò qeo.j to.n 
ko,smon( w[ste to.n ui`o.n to.n monogenh/ e;dwken( i[na pa/j 
o ̀pisteu,wn eivj auvto.n mh. avpo,lhtai avllV e;ch| zwh.n 
aivw,nionÅ 17  ouv ga.r avpe,steilen o` qeo.j to.n ui`o.n eivj 
to.n ko,smon i[na kri,nh| to.n ko,smon( avllV i[na swqh/| o ̀
ko,smoj diV auvtou/Å 

John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.  17 
For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 

1 John 2:15 Mh. avgapa/te to.n ko,smon mhde. ta. evn tw/| 
ko,smw|Å eva,n tij avgapa/| to.n ko,smon( ouvk e;stin h` avga,ph 
tou/ patro.j evn auvtw/|\ 16  o[ti pa/n to. evn tw/| ko,smw|( h` 
evpiqumi,a th/j sarko.j kai. h` evpiqumi,a tw/n ovfqalmw/n 
kai. h` avlazonei,a tou/ bi,ou( ouvk e;stin evk tou/ patro.j 
avllV evk tou/ ko,smou evsti,nÅ 17  kai. o ̀ko,smoj para,getai 
kai. h` evpiqumi,a auvtou/( o ̀de. poiw/n to. qe,lhma tou/ qeou/ 
me,nei eivj to.n aivw/na 

1 John 2:15-17  Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all 
that is in the world- the desires of the (1) flesh 
and the desires of the (2) eyes and pride in 
(3) possessions – is not from the Father but is 
from the world.  17 And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does 
the will of God abides forever. 
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0. INTRODUCTION 

 Past topics: ► Scripture; ► Law; ► Gospel; ► Sin; ► Repentance; ► Faith; ► Hope; ►



Love;  
► Kingdom of God; ► Church; ► Covenant; ► “The LORD” [Yahweh]; ► Hell; 

► Redemption;  

► the World;  

0.1. “SVET” IN SLOVAK 

[SLEX99] 1. vesmír, kozmos: vznik sveta 
2. Zem so všetkým, čo na nej jestvuje; všetko, èo jestvuje okolo nás: mapa sveta, cesta okolo sveta, 

národy sveta, udalosti vo svete, poznávať svet; Starý svet; Nový svet; majstrovstvá, majster sveta v 
športových disciplínach 

3. svety kniž. nebeské telesá, galaxie: neobjavené svety 
4. ďaleké kraje, cudzina: cestovať po svete; ísť do sveta, svetom 
5. expr. ľudia, ľudstvo, verejnosť svet sa mu smeje, zišlo sa mnoho sveta 
6. život (ľudí na zemi); jeho usporiadanie: budovanie nového sveta; teraz je už iný svet; užívať svet, 

sveta; publ. krajiny tretieho sveta rozvojové 
7. okruh ľudí s rovnakými záujmami; skupina jedincov rovnakého druhu: podnikate¾ský svet, 

hokejový svet; ľudia veľkého sveta tzv. vyššej spoločnosti; rastlinný, živočíšny svet 
8. okruh (význ. 3), pole, sféra: myšlienkový, citový svet (dieťaťa); rozprávkový svet; domov, to je jeho 

svet; otvorili sa mu nové svety 

0.2. “WORLD” IN THE BIBLE 

[LACOSTE] The terms in biblical Greek which may be translated by “world” are kosmos (world), 
oikoumenè (terrestrial universe) and aiôn (age), along with the Hebrew tévél and (post-Biblical in this 
sense) ‘ôlâm. In the Christian vocabulary, “world” may either denote simply the totality of created 
things, or this totality insofar as it is under the influence of evil* or unable to attain God* of its own 
accord. 

0.3. KOSMOS 

[LACOSTE] Kosmos (verb: kosmein) in Greek generally denotes  “order” or “ornDament (taxis, tassein: 

only “organization); it also designates the universe (space-time) and its harmony (see Origen*, Princ. 

2, 3, 6). In the Septuagint, kosmos and kosmein are associated primarily with the Hebrew lexicon of 
ornament and sometimes with that of the cosmos created by God*, notably in The Wisdom of Solomon 
(16 times: “universe”). Biblical Hebrew has no equivalent for “universe”; ‘ôlâm means “indefinite 
time*” or “eternity” (“universe” in postbiblical Hebrew). 

 1 Peter 3:3  Do not let your adorning be external- the braiding of hair, the wearing of gold, or 
the putting on of clothing (e;stw ouvc o ̀e;xwqen evmplokh/j tricw/n kai. periqe,sewj crusi,wn h' evndu,sewj 
i`mati,wn ko,smoj) 



[PASSOW] 

 

 
 
 1Cor 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom (ouvk 

e;gnw o` ko,smoj dia. th/j sofi,aj to.n qeo,n), it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 

 1Cor 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world (ouv to. pneu/ma tou/ ko,smou evla,bomen), 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 

0.4. AION 

 
 Mt 13:22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 

cares of the world (h` me,rimna tou/ aivw/noj) and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it 
proves unfruitful. 

0.5. OIKOUMENE 

 
 Mt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world (evn o[lh| th/| 
oivkoume,nh|) as a testimony to all nations, and then the 
end will come 

 Heb 1:6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world (eivsaga,gh| to.n prwto,tokon eivj th.n 
oivkoume,nhn), he says, "Let all God's angels worship him." 

1. CREATION 

[katabolh. ko,smou] 
katabolh,, katabolh/j, h` (kataba,llw, which see);   
1. a throwing or laying down: tou/ spe,rmatoj (namely, eivj th,n mh,tran), the injection or depositing of 
the virile semen in the womb, 
2. a founding (laying down a foundation): eivj katabolh,n spe,rmatoj, to found a posterity, Heb. 11:11 



 Matt 13:35 "I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the 
foundation of the world. 

 Matt 25:34 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world… 

 Eph 1:4 …even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before him in love. 

1.1. THE POWER OF GOD IN CREATING 

 Col. 1:17 ‘By him all things consist’. 

1.1.1. EX NIHILO 

 (BARA) Genesis 1:1  In the beginning, God created (ar"B') the heavens and the earth 

1.1.2. ORDER 

 separations → Genesis 1:4  God separated (lDEb.Y:w:) the light from the darkness 

 → Genesis 1:6  "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
(lyDIb.m; yhiywI) the waters from the waters." 

 naming → Genesis 1:5  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night 

 Genesis 1:8  And God called the expanse Heaven. 
 Genesis 1:10  God called the dry land Earth, 

1.2. THE WORLD WITNESSING TO GOD’S POWER 

 Psalm 19:1-6[2-7]  The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.  2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is 
no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.  4 Their measuring line goes out 
through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the 
sun,  5 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs 
its course with joy.  6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of 
them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

 Rom 1:19-20 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. 20For his invisible attributes, namely, his (1) eternal power and (2) divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse. 

2. WORLDLINESS 

 James 4:4  Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God (ouvk oi;date o[ti h̀ 
fili,a tou/ ko,smou e;cqra tou/ qeou/ evstinÈ o]j eva.n ou=n boulhqh/| fi,loj ei=nai tou/ ko,smou( evcqro.j tou/ qeou/ 
kaqi,statai).  

2.1. LOVING THIS WORLD 

 2Tim 4:10  For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to 
Thessalonica. (Dhma/j ga,r me evgkate,lipen avgaph,saj to.n nu/n aivw/na kai. evporeu,qh eivj Qessaloni,khn() 

 1 John 2:15-17  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world- the desires of the flesh and 
the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions- is not from the Father but is from the world.  
17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever 

 Titus 2:12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age 

[PAWSON John 3:16] I came to the conclusion that talking about the love of God to unbelievers is a 
classic example of something Jesus told us not to do.  He said, “Don’t throw pearls to pigs”.  Far from 
appreciating the value of what you are giving to them, “they will trample them underfoot and turn and 



rend you to pieces.” 

2.2. WORLD → ESTRANGED FROM GOD 

 John 1:10-11  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

 Rom 1 → idolatry 

2.3. WORLD → IGNORANT OF GOD 

 Psalm 73:1-12   Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.  2 But as for me, 
my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped.  3 For I was envious of the 
arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 For they have no pangs until death; 
their bodies are fat and sleek.  5 They are not in trouble as others are; they are not stricken 
like the rest of mankind.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; violence covers them as a 
garment.  7 Their eyes swell out through fatness; their hearts overflow with follies.  8 They 
scoff and speak with malice; loftily they threaten oppression.  9 They set their mouths 
against the heavens, and their tongue struts through the earth.  10 Therefore his people turn 
back to them, and find no fault in them.  11 And they say, "How can God know? Is there 
knowledge in the Most High?" 12 Behold, these are the wicked; always at ease (~l'A[ ywEl.v;w>), 
they increase in riches. 

2.4. WORLDLY CARES 

 1Cor 7:33-34 But the married man is anxious about worldly things (merimna/| ta. tou/ ko,smou), how 
to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is 
anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married 
woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 

2.5. VISIBLE THINGS 

 faith → future (against the AION) invisible (against the KOSMOS) 
 Heb 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

3. THE CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD 

3.1. DIED TO THE WORLD 

 Col 2:20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still 
alive in the world, do you submit to regulations- 

3.2. “IN” NOT “OF” 

 John 15:19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are 
not of the world (o[ti de. evk tou/ ko,smou ouvk evste,), but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you 

 John 17:11  And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world (kai. auvtoi. evn tw/| ko,smw| 

eivsi,n), and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given 
me, that they may be one, even as we are one 

 John 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

 John 17:16  They are not of the world (evk tou/ ko,smou ouvk eivsi.n), even as I am not of the world. 

 John 17:18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 
 John 17:21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 

may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
 John 17:25  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and 

these have known that thou hast sent me. 

3.3. VICTORY OVER THE WORLD 

 1John 5:4-5 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 



victory that has overcome the world- our faith (o[ti pa/n to. gegennhme,non evk tou/ qeou/ nika/| to.n 
ko,smon\ kai. au[th evsti.n h̀ ni,kh h̀ nikh,sasa to.n ko,smon( h̀ pi,stij h̀mw/n) 5 Who is it that overcomes the 
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 The “world” is both a great divine work and a base enemy of God. The danger for a Christian 
is worldliness. 

 A Christian both fights the world as a spirit of rebellion and loves the world as an object of 
God’s mercy. 

 The ability and strength for this attitude comes from the Holy Spirit and the fact it is 
TEMPORARY. 


